
DE HALVE MAEN 
Published quarterly by The Holland Society of New York wa,$ 

Vol. VI "_ N E W YORK CITY, OCTOBER, 1928 No. 2 

THE HOLLAND SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
90 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 

Telephone: Rector 4139 
President, J O H N E. V A N NOSTRAND Secretary, W A L T E R M. M E S E R O L E Treasurer , C H A R L E S M. D U T C H E R 

305 Broadway 90 West Street 1356 Broadway 
New York New York New York 

RECONDITIONED 
"<r7"*\E HALVE M A E N " makes its autumn appearance this year more than usually late, for which the 

/ J long-suffering Secretary of the Society has no apology to make or need of making it. I t is neither his 
fault nor his responsibility. With canny Dutch acumen, he has transferred responsibility for the organ of 
the Society to the shoulders of another who will enjoy, if possible, the title of editor and will suffer for the 
errors, misstatements and wrong spelling of names which experience tells the new editor are bound to happen. 

Always a staunch and creditable craft, "De Halve Maen," it is hoped, will continue to sail its appointed 
course. I t is the desire of the editor to make it a more intimate and important part of The Holland Society, 
if possible. The perpetuation of ancient Dutch traditions, the establishment of old landmarks, historical, 
social, and geographical, are legitimate purposes of the Society. With a parent body of more than a thousand 
members; with numerous affiliated bodies, The Holland Society must contain in its collective membership a 
storehouse of information and recollection that is vital and interesting. 

The editor urges all who are interested in the aims of the Society and have something that may contribute 
to the furtherance of such aims, to write it—typewrite it if possible—and send it to "The Editor of De 
Halve Maen," care of The Secretary of The Holland Society. Anything dealing directly or indirectly with tks 
Dutch in America will be welcomed and will receive careful consideration. S 

"De Halve Maen" can be made even more interesting to Holland Society members, if the members 
themselves will enlist as her crew. She has been reconditioned, scraped and has a new set of sails. She needs 
men to work her, who will pay tribute from their memories for the sake of The Holland Society's organ. Pay 
will not be a question. The editor can promise that it will equal his salary, but not a cent more. He also 
must reserve the right of editing all contributions but he assures all possible contributors that their work will 
be handled with far more tenderness and consideration than his own. 

No organ which is written by one or two members of the society it represents can hope to be representa
tive of the entire body. I t is hoped "De Halve Maen" can be made more of a chorus and less of a solo. 
Anything that would be of interest to The Holland Society—reminiscences, anecdotes, bits of history, odd 
facts, even verse, dealing with Hollanders in America—whether they be first or twelfth generation Hollanders 
—is earnestly solicited. 

No one ever appealed to men of Dutch blood in a worthy cause and was disappointed. In a land that is 
steeped in Dutch tradition, in a Society composed exclusively of Dutch-Americans, there must be acceptable 
freight for "De Halve Maen." Her hatches are off, her gang planks down. Send her cargo. 

The new editor of what we hope is to be an even better organ of the Society remains anonymous at 
his own request. He has been an editor before. 

"STANDING ROOM ONLY" 

TH E roster of The Holland Society once morels filled to overflowing. New members elected at the October 
meeting of the Trustees brought the total up to 1003. Lest some painstaking member of the Society rise 

to object on the ground that the constitution permits only one thousand members, i t may be wise to point 
out here that the excess is due to another constitutional provision which permits descendants of present or 
former members to be elected to the organization, whether the roster be full or not. 

SAVE BY SPENDING 

MEMBERS of The Holland Society who pay their dues annually and look forward to living for more than 
twelve years longer, are counselled to take out life memberships at once. These cost $100, obviate the 

annoyance of annual bills and should appeal to the Dutch business instinct. The longer one lives, the more 
he will realize on his investment. 

Furthermore, the opportunity of seizing this bargain will be in all probability brief. The Trustees are 
considering an increase in the price of Life Memberships. Action on this matter will be taken at the annual 
meeting in April, when, it is generally believed, the fee will be raised. 



STATUE OF WILLIAM THE SILENT 
UNVEILED AT RUTGERS COLLEGE 

THE HOLLAND SOCIETY'S long-nurtured plan 
of erecting a statue of William the Silent, lib

erator of The Netherlands, as a monument not only 
to the man but also to the 
sturdy, independent and stead
fast Dutch spirit, has been 
brought at last to a triumphant 
conclusion. 

On June 9, of this year, un
veiling ceremonies were held on 
the campus of Rutgers College, 
New Brunswick, before a large 
and distinguished commence
ment assemblage. No enter
prise of The Holland Society 
has had so long and checkered 
a history, or a more satisfactory 
ending. 

The statue, a replica of that 
heroic size monument to the 
First Stadtholder by Ludwig 
Royer, which stands in the 
Plein at The Hague, was un
veiled by Walter M. Meserole, 
Secretary of The Holland Society 
and Governor A. Harry Moore 
of New Jersey. Tunis G. Bergen, 
former President of the Society, 
and Chairman of the Special 
Committee which had charge of 
the preparation and erection of 
the statue, delivered the presen
tation address. 

The ceremonies were under 
tke general direction of Presi
dent-John M. Thomas of Rut
gers, who presided. Jonkheer 
Dr. J. H. Van Roijen, Minister 
from the Netherlands also spoke, 
sketching the career of the great 
William of Orange. 

For all time now, the statue 
will stand on the Rutgers cam
pus at the head of the mall 
leading from the old college 
buildings to the theological sem
inary, a monument to the Neth
erlands and their liberator, a 
memorial of the Society and the 
Batavian spirit it holds in rever
ence and, to no small extent, a 
tribute to the devotion, per
sistence and energy of our 
former President, Tunis G. 
Bergen. 

The Minute unanimously 
adopted by the Society at its 
quarterly meeting in June, pay
ing a deserved tribute to the 
work of Mr. Bergen, will be 
found elsewhere on this page. 

The origin of the movement 

MINUTE OF SOCIETY 

At the regular quarterly meeting 
of the Trustees of The Holland 
Society of New York, held on 
June 14, 1928, on receipt of the 
report of the Unveiling of the 
Statue of William the Silent, the 

following Minute was offered and 
unanimously adopted: 

The Trustees of The Hol
land Society of New York 
desire to record their high 
appreciation of the devoted 
service of their associate, 
Tunis G. Bergen, in con
summating this notable 
enterprise of the Society— 
the erection in America of 
a reproduction of the Sta
tue of William the Silent at 
The Hague, Holland. 

The only surviving mem
ber of the Committee in 
charge of the project as 
o r i g i n a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d , 
through all the years of 
discouragement and inev
itable delay, Mr. Bergen 
has labored zealously, un 
selfishly and enthusiasti
cally in the performance of 
an unexpectedly trying and 
difficult task, of which he 
assumed practical ly t h e 
entire burden. To his 
courage, his faith and his 
arduous labor alone is due 
the ultimate achievement, 
announcement of which 
has created such universal 
satisfaction. 

In grateful recognition 
of his fine accomplishment 
this expression by the Of
ficers and Trustees of the 
Society is made and re
corded on behalf of the 
membership at large and 
should be thus considered 
by our honored associate 
and former President, to 
whom a copy of this minute 
shall be transmitted by the 
Secretary. 

Who first proposed it and when, no one can tell 
It has been one of the matters that seems always to 
have been with us. Many of those who heartily 

supported it have now gone 
If it had not been for Mr. Ber
gen, it is wholly possible that 
the project might forever have 
remained in the realm of talk. 

Mr. Bergen, when appointed 
chairman of the committee, fur
nished motive power that drove 
it ahead. Undismayed by dis
appointments and delays, secure 
in a determination that even the 
Great War could not thwart, 
though the conflict did postpone 
the project still further by the 
German occupation of Brussels 
where the statue was being cast, 
he has turned the years of plan
ning and hope deferred into the 
magnificent monument, stand
ing in the elm-tree bordered 
vista at Rutgers University. 

In presenting the statue to 
the college on behalf of The 
Holland Society, Mr. Bergen 
said: 

"In behalf of The Holland 
Society of New York, I have the 
honor to present, as a gift to 
Rutgers University, this Statue 
of William the Silent, of Hol
land. 

"The Statue is a duplicate of 
the civilian statue which stands 
on the Square, known as the 
Plein in The Hague, Holland, 
by the celebrated sculptor, Lud
wig Royer. 

"Among the names of heroes 
of the world, preeminent stands 
the name of William the Silent. 
Whether one considers his pri
vate life, his deeds and character, 
or his devotion to his country, 
his patriotism and self-sacrifice, 
he has no superior in history. 

"Living and dying in the 
later part of the Sixteenth Cen
tury, ne was two hundred years 
prior to our own country in 
origin and development, in its 
declaration of independence, its 
revolutionary struggles, and its 
victory for a free and successful 
democratic state. 

"Two hundred years after the 
Peace of Utrecht or Declaration 
of Independence against Spain, 
and the foundation of The Re
public of the United States of 

the Netherlands, came the Declaration of Inde-which has culminated in the unveiling of the statue 
is lost in the mists of Holland Society antiquity, pendence of the United States of America against 

{Continued on page 4) 



MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

NEW MEMBERS ELECTED 

June 14, 1928: 
Myron Styles Van Aken> 
William Hellyer Van Voorhees * 
Ferdinand Vreeland' 
Oliver Perry Vreeland " 
John Spanton Van Riper i 
John Townsend Suydam, Jr. * 
Irving Van Zandt • 
Irving Van Zandt, Jr. » 
Robert Van Houten * 
Daniel Joseph Schoonmaker* 
Bailey B rower * 
Nathaniel Scudder Wyckoff Vanderhoef > 
Hoghland Van Norden * 

October 11, 1928: 
Adrian King Rapelje * 
Frederick Stillwell * 
Morton O. Snediker* 
William Watson Wyckoff* 
Ralph W. Van Valin* 
August Herman Schenck *' 
William George Van De Water * 
Clifford Irving Voorhees * 
William Suitor Westervelt» 
William Henry Van Gaasbeek * 
Frederick T. van Beuren, Jr. * 
Alonzo Edward Conover, Jr. t 
Howard Nienstedt Deyo * 

REINSTATED 
June 14,1928: 

Edwin Hawley Van Wyck 

October 11, 1928: 
Philip G. Roosa 

NECROLOGY 
Elected Died 

Oct. 10,1907 EastonVan 
Wagenen May 24, 1928 

Oct. 13,1910 Thomas H. 
Hoagland June 19,1928 

Dec. 12,1907 Teunis A. Haring July 1,1928 
June 13,1907 John Henry Staats July 6,1928 
Nov. 30,1890 Jacob Elting July 12,1928 
June 12,1924 Alexander E. 

Ostrander Aug. 4,1928 
June 14,1906 William H. Van 

Benschoten Aug. 11,1928 
June 14,1894 Rev. James L. 

Amerman Sept. 6,1928 
Dec. 14,1905 William M. 

Johnson Sept. 11,1928 
June 30,1890 Forbes Heermans Sept. 18,1928 
Mar. 28,1889 Timothy I. 

Hubbard Sept. 27,1928 
ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

The following outstanding donations to the Library have been received: 
From the Consistory of the Collegiate Reformed Dutch Church, "Collegiate Reformed Protestant 

Dutch Church of the City of New York—Her Organization and Development—1628-1928." 
From William E. Pulsifer, "Ancestry and Descendants of Jonathan Pulsifer and his wife, Nancy Ryer-

son Pulsifer, of Poland and Sumner, Maine." Compiled by William E. Pulsifer. 
From the New Jersey Historical Society; "New Jersey Archives, First Series, Vol. XXXIII, Abstracts 

of Wills, Vol. IV, 1761-1770." 
From Myron Dings, "The Dings Family in America" (1927), by Myron Dings. 
From the Consistory of New Utrecht Reformed Church, "Quarter Millennial of the New Utrecht 

Reformed Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1677-1927." 
From Bartlett Orr Press, "The Henry Adams Genealogy" compiled by J. Gardner Bartlett for Edward 

Dean Adams. 
From H. D. Halsey, "The Book of Ghosts—Ancestral Lines of Herbert Drake Halsey." 
From George N. Cole, Ancestral Chart of Watson Cumings Cole. 
From Dr. John E. Stillwell, "Historical and Genealogical Miscellany," in four volumes, by Dr. John 

E. Stillwell. 
From Eugene Tread well, A Dutch Bible, dated 1718. 
From Alvin Seaward Van Benthuysen, "The Van Benthuysen Genealogy; also genealogies of the 

Seaward, Zwahlen, Weiss, Conklin, Obee and Dally Families." 
From William T. Davis, "The Church of St. Andrew, Richmond, Staten Island. Its history, vital 

records and gravestone inscriptions." By William T. Davis, Charles W. Leng and Royden W. Vosburgh. 
(i925)-

From Frederick P. Auten, Dutch Bible brought over from Holland in 1651 by Adriaen Hendrickse Aten, 
published in 1643. 

From The Reverend van Tassel Sutphen, "The Sutphen Family." 
From Howard S. F. Randolph, "The Toers—Tuers Family" by Howard S. F. Randolph. 

By purchase these books have been acquired: 
"Origin and History of Grace Church, Jamaica" by Horatio Oliver Ladd, A.M., S.T.D. (1914). 
^History of Greene County, N. Y." Published by Beers (1884). 
"Index to the Wills, Administrations and Guardianships of Kings County, N. Y., 1650-1850." (1926). 
Typewritten copy of Clarkstown Church Records, 1795-1849. 
"History of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of Gravesend, N. Y." by William H. Stillwell. 

(1892). 



DR. MILLIKAN HONORED 
AT AUTUMN GATHERING 

TH E gold medal of The Holland Society was presented to Dr. Robert Andrews Millikan, distinguished 
physicist, at the autumn meeting of the Society held on the evening of November 23rd in the Hotel 

Astor. More than 200 members and guests were present. 
President John E. Van Nostrand presided and the actual conduct of the affair was in the hands of Dr. 

Fenton B. Turck, chairman of the Committee on Meetings. 
Following a roll call of members who have been admitted to The Holland Society since November 1927 

and their introduction to the gathering, Dr. Turck then introduced Dr. Millikan, dwelling briefly upon his 
great achievements in the field of Physical Science. President Van Nostrand invested the candidate with 
the gold medal of the Society and presented him with its diploma, after which the Medalist addressed 
the gathering. 

Dr. Millikan's address dealt with some of the most abstruse and complicated phases of an abstruse and 
complicated science. He told of his recent experiments with the cosmic ray and succeeded in translating 
these into language readily understood by the layman. His speech was followed with intense interest by his 
audience. He challenged, in its high spot, the usually accepted theory that the sun is gradually burning 
itself out. On the contrary, Dr. Millikan insisted, the sun is self-renewing, self perpetuating. 

The Society's Medalist for 1928 is director of the Norman Bridge Laboratory of the California Insti
tute of Technology and administrator of the Institute. His fame is world-wide. 

Dr. Millikan is probably the world's leading authority upon electro-physics. I t is he who first measured 
the ultimate electric unit, the electron, and his photo-electric researches nave been epoch making in their 
consequences. 

Other and earlier recognitions of his accomplishments have come to him from the National Academy of 
Sciences which awarded him the Comstock Prize; from the American Institute of Electrical Engineers which 
gave him the Edison Medal and the Royal Society of Great Britain, which conferred on him the Hughes 
Medal. In 1923, Dr. Millikan won that crowning award, the Nobel Prize in physics. He is a member of 
scientific societies in many lands and is the author of numerous books. 

Dr. Millikan possesses an attribute rare among scientists—the ability to discuss abstruse and immensely 
technical subjects so that the layman may understand them. His popularity as a public speaker is only 
surpassed by his scientific attainments. 

Following the subsidence of prolonged applause at the conclusion of Dr. Millikan's address, a reception 
was held during which he was presented to the members and their guests. The usual collation was then served. 

THE 1926-1927 YEAR BOOK 
The year book of The Holland Society for 1926-1927 was distributed to members about October 1 of 

this year. I t was late but numerous difficulties that could not be foreseen or avoided delayed its publication. 
These have been eliminated now and it is believed that the next issue will appear in the fall of 1929—on time. 

This newest volume of the records and achievements of The Holland Society presents as opulent and 
distinguished an appearance as its predecessors. Within it, are accounts of all transactions of the Society 
between the annual meetings of April 1925 and April 1927. An innovation which will be appreciated by mem-
bers is an alphabetical list of all deceased members with the dates of their joining the Society and of their 
deaths. 

I t is possible, since the data from which this list was drawn were confused, that the names of some who 
died while in active membership have been omitted. The Secretary will be most grateful if such omissions 
are brought to his attention. 

The current volume concludes the publication of the records of the Dutch Reformed Church of Albany. 
I t is expected that the next book will contain the records of the Shawangunk Dutch Church, founded 1737 
in what is now Bruynswick, Ulster County. 

WILLIAM T H E SILENT'S M O N U M E N T IS U N V E I L E D 
{Continued from page J$ 

England, and the foundation of the American Republic. 
"Two hundred years after William the Silent became known in Holland as 'The Father of His Father

land,' our own Washington became known as 'The Father of His Country. ' A good translation of the Dutch 
of the Union of Utrecht into modern English would surprise one by its similarity to our own Fourth of July 
Declaration of Independence. 

"William the Silent, as the Father of His Fatherland, was the guiding spirit of his country in Holland's 
struggle for independence. He was the spiritual progenitor of our Dutch forefathers, who formed Rutgers 
College. All the ideas of freedom, independence and religious tolerance, cherished and maintained by this 
noble man, and victorious under his guidance in the foundation of the Dutch Republic, were inherited by 
our forefathers who laid the foundation of Rutgers College in the heart of the New Netherlands. 

" I t is therefore fitting that the Statue of William the Silent should stand in the grounds of Rutgers 
as a symbol of the ideals of sacrifice and triumphant struggle for freedom which were inherited by these 
ancestors of ours who laid the foundations of Rutgers." 

ADDITIONS TO T H E LIBRARY 
{Continued from page 3) 

"A Documentary History of the Dutch Congregation of Oyster Bay, L. I ." by Henry A. Stoutenburgh. 
"History of the Old Tennent Church," Second Edition, by Rev. Frank R. Symmes. (1904). 
"History of St. George's Church in the City of New York, 1752-1811-1911." By the Rev. Henry Anstice, 

D.D. (1911). 
"Marriage Records of Hunterdon County, N . J., 1795-1875," by Hiram E. Deats. (1918). 


