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TRUSTEES REVISE PUHEICATION PROGRAM 
Enlarged Quarterly Magazine and Occasional Separate Vol nines Authorized 

as Funds Permit—Members increased to 1041 

A resolution designed to improve and expand De 
Halve Maen and other publications of the Society as 
part of the program to preserve the aims and traditions 
of New Nether lands settlers was adopted at the quar
terly meeting of the Board of Trustees held on the 
evening of December 8 at the Union Club, Park 
Avenue and 69th Street, this city. 

Five provisions of the resolution call for adding to 
pages of the magazine to include church records and 
other data of historic value; binders to hold the four 
issues and an index covering each year; the publishing 
of separate material from time to time as additions 
to the "collections" of past years; offering of an op
portunity for members to contribute annually toward 
printing expenses, and the undertaking of a study to 
ascertain whether acceptance of advertising to a limited 
extent for the magazine would be desirable. 

Revision of the Society's publishing program was 
proposed by Trustee Walter H . Van Hoesen, speaking 
for the Committee on Press and Publications. He re
ported on an extended discussion of the matter at a 
meeting of the group, when it was agreed conditions 
make it impossible to resume publishing of the year 
book, which has not appeared since 1937. Opinion 
favored enlarging of the quarterly magazine as a sub
stitute, he said, and the aid of other committees, as 
well as the general membership, should be solicited. 

Adoption of the resolution was with the under
standing that conditions and finances would permit. 
It was voted to continue an item in the annual budget, 
draw on funds held toward a year book and also seek 
contributions. 

Trustee Wilfred B. Tal-
man, chairman of the 
Committee on Genealogy, 
submitted the names of 
eight applicants for mem
bership whose papers had 
been approved and they 
were accepted. Trustee 
George J. Deyo, chairman 

Enlargement of De Halve Maen will require more than 
financial support. 

Members are urged to contribute special articles on his
torical or genealogical subjects, items of personal interest and 
Society branch activity. 

Please send material for the quarterly to the Editor, 
De Halve Maen, The Holland Society of New York, 90 West 
Street, New York City. 

of the Membership Committee, reported the roster now 
stands at 1,041, with nearly fifty papers undergoing 
verification and others in the hands of eligible persons. 
He spoke favorably of the assistance by Miss Florence 
McAleer, executive secretary, in checking papers and also 
Charles A. Lott and other members of his committee. 

Dr. Harold O. Voorhis, a past president, presided 
in the unavoidable absence of President P. Raymond 
Haulenbeek. He referred to the need for extensive 
work in the Society library at Headquarters and author
ity was given to seek volunteers. The reports of Secre
tary Irwin L. Tappen on Society activities and Treasurer 
Rufus Cole Van Aken indicating current financial 
conditions were received. 

The attendance of more than 300 members and 
guests at the annual banquet made it one of the largest 
such affairs in Society history, according to Trustee 
T. Morris Van der Veer. He reported on preliminary 
arrangements for the annual meeting to be held on 
April 6 at the Union Club and submitted a report 
on Burgher Guard activities prepared by Richard H . 
Amerman, captain of the unit . 

A painstaking report on a long range program to 
finance obligations of the Society was submitted by 
Trustee Bruce S. Cornell for the Finance Committee. 
The several proposals were well received and after ex
tended discussion confirmed in principle by adoption 
of a resolution to be augmented after further discussion 
at the next meeting. 

A report that Frank H . Vedder, former secretary, 
trustee and vice-president, is a patient in New York 
Hospital led to adoption of a resolution directing 

Secretary Tappen to send 
him a get well message 
and best wishes. 

Trustee Cornell pro
posed a committee to pre
pare a slate of candidates 
for offices to be filled at 
the annual meeting of the 
Society and those named 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Burgher Guard Hates 
Reviewing recent activity, Guard Captain Richard 

H. Amerman reports on membership, participation in 
Fall functions, and progress in publishing the fifth 
edition of Who's Who in the Burgher Guard. 

Elected to membership last month, Adrian Van 
Sinderen, Jr., of Bedford, N . Y., became the 49th 
member of the Guard. Columbia graduate, World War 
II Army officer and Wall Street investment executive, 
Mr. Van Sinderen takes part in community activities. 
He is a member of the Racquet & Tennis and other 
clubs. 

Thirty Guardsmen took part in the banquet program 
on November 18. Forming an honor guard for Medalist 
John J. McCloy and distinguished guests, members 
presented the colors and conducted traditional exercises. 
The Guard paraded the Beaver and Hutspot , and dis
tributed the favors, pipes, tobacco and cigars. 

Those joining in banquet ceremonies as Guardsmen 
for the first time were Frederick W. Bogert, Regis Z. 
Bogert, Chauncey M. Depew, Robert L. Smock, Mon-
tagnie Van Norden, John H. Vanderveer, and Frederick 
N. Zabriskie. 

The annual service for New York's patriotic societies 
took place in the Cathedral Church of St. John the 
Divine on November 20. Treasurer Van Aken and 
Guard Captain Amerman represented the Society. The 
Rev. Canon Edward N . West preached the sermon, and 
before the cathedral altar blessed the massed colors 
of participating societies. 

Plans are maturing for production of the Guard 
Who's Who book, with an advisory committee of 
Frederick Bogert and Robert Smock working with 
Captain Amerman and the Guard committee. Ques
tionnaires for developing up to date biographical data 
went to each member in early December. 

Guardsmen also have been requested to furnish in
dividual pictures and small donations for photoprinting 
expense purposes. A looseleaf edition of 150 numbered 
copies of about 100 pages each, with photos repro
duced by offset process, is projected for Spring 
publication. 

T R U S T E E S R E V I S E P U B L I C A T I O N P R O G R A M 
(Continued from Page 1) 

were approved by resolution. They are Trustees John 
deC. Van Etten, George J. Deyo and Peter V. D. 
Voorhces, Edward T. Vandewater and Charles A. Van 
Patten. 

The newly elected members are: 
ROBERT SEBRING ACKERMAN, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
WILBUR WEEDEN BLAUVELT, Hillsdale, N. J. 
GILBERT DITMIS BOGART, JR., Plainfield, N. J. 
CORNELIUS DAVID GARRETSON, Wilmington, Del. 
MAJOR ELBERT BOGERT HOPPER, AUS, Ret. 

Chester, N. J. 
HARRISON TALBOT MESEROLE, Takoma Park, Md. 
VERNON ABRAM VROOMAN, Vermillion, So. Dak. 
WILLIAM ALFRED WINANT III, New York City 

Bergen He-Elects Amerman 
Bergen County members held their annual dinner at 

Hackensack Golf Club, Oradeli, New Jersey, Thursday 
evening, October 20. Branch President Richard H. 
Amerman presided. He introduced Albert O. Bogert 
of Ridgewood, who spoke on "Holland and Dutch Life" 
illustrated with color slides. 

In his talk, based on a trip to Holland in 19 5 3, 
Mr. Bogert showed pictures of the country from which 
his listeners' forbears emigrated to America three cen
turies ago. He described Dutch life in town and 
countryside, with special stress on historic Leyden, 
Utrecht, Haarlem and Amsterdam. 

In a short business session Ralph D. Terhune was 
chairman of election and E. Harold Schoonmaker pre
sented candidates for office. The folowing were re
elected: Mr. Amerman, president; Jansen H . Van Et ten, 
vice-president; George C. Hance, secretary, and Albert 
O. Bogert, treasurer. 

Chosen for executive committee were Frederick W . 
Bogert, Eugene E. Demarest, Irwin L. Tappen, Dr. 
Frank B. Vanderbeek, Mr. Thomas M. Van der Veer, 
Charles A. Winans, Rossman H . Wynkoop and Charles 
S. Zabriskie. 

Date for holding the next dinner-dance was dis
cussed and the decision left to the branch committee. 

Treasurer Van Aken and Secretary Tappen of the 
parent Society attended and also Trustees Bruce S. 
Cornell, Raymond P. Dorland, Col. Leigh K. Lydecker, 
Thomas M. Van der Veer, John de Camp Van Et ten 
and Louis B. Vrceland. 

Others present at the dinner were: Richard Acker-
man, Ernest E. Blauvelt, Ernest C. Bogert, Regis Z. 
Bogert, O t to A. Lent, William L. Paulison, Jr., Dr . 
Paul B. Van Dyke, Donald G. Vreeland, David Zabris
kie, Harold B. Zabriskie and Stewart A. Zabriskie. 

Volunteers Needed 
Two or three members are needed to aid in carrying 

on the work in the Society office and library handled 
so ably for many years by the late Walter M. Meserole 
and Francklyn Hogeboom. This burden is too heavy 
for the Executive Secretary to perform alone, especially 
in view of the increased membership. Such assistance 
would entail attendance at 90 West Street several 
mornings and afternoons each week. This would be a 
delightful acovation for those having the time and 
inclination. If interested, please drop a note to the 
Society, 90 West Street, New York 6. 

Coming Events 
The annual winter dinner meeting of the Essex 

County Branch will be held on the evening of February 
17 at the Glen Ridge, N . J., country club. 

The Board of Trustees will hold the first meeting 
of 19 5 6 on the evening of March 8 at the Union 
Club, this city. 

The annual dinner meeting of the Union County 
Branch will be held on the evening of March 12 at 
Novak's Restaurant, Scotch Plains, N . J. 

The 72nd annual meeting for the election of officers 
nnd transaction of other business of the Society will 
b ; held on the evening of April 6 in the Union Club, 
this city. 
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McCLDY MEDALIST AT OUTSTAIVDIIVG BAIVDUET 

The seventy-first annual banquet of The Holland 
Society of New York on Friday evening, November 
18, in the Empire Room of the Hotel Biltmore, Madi
son Avenue and 3 3rd Street, this city, reached new 
heights for such functions, with more than 300 mem
bers, their ladies and guests from many parts of the 
country in attendance. 

An outstanding feature of the occasion was award
ing of the Society's "Medal For Distinguished Achieve
ment" to James J. McCloy, first civilian High Com
missioner to Germany after World War II, for his 
accomplishments as a soldier, administrator, banker and 
lawyer. Three members of the Society were honored 
with 5 0-year emblems and Ambassador J. H . van 
Roijen of the Netherlands made a delightful response 
to the toast traditionally offered to Her Majesty Queen 
Juliana. 

sentatives of the Society of Daughters of Holland 
Dames, The National Society of Colonial Dames in 
the State of New York, and the Daughters of the 
Cincinnati. Others were the Sons of the American 
Revolution, Saint Nicholas Society of Nassau Island, 
Saint David's Society of the State of New York, The 
Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New 
York, Saint Andrew's Society of the State of New 
York, Saint George's Society of New York, New 
England Society, Saint Nicholas Society of the City 
of New York, Sons of the Revolution, Society of 
Colonial Wars, and Order of the Founders and Patriots 
of America. Baron J. A. de Vos van Stwenwijk, 
Consul General of the Netherlands in New York, 
brought greetings from his homeland. 

A brief history of the origin and activities of the 
Society through the years from its founding in 18 8 5 

Medalist John J. McCloy flanked to the right by President Haidenbeek and to the left 
by The Rev. Dr. Palen, Domine of the Society. 

The banquet was held in a brilliant setting following 
a reception for representatives of other societies. The 
procession into the banquet room was led by the 
Burgher Guard, with officers and trustees escorting the 
distinguished guests. The colors and Beaver were 
paraded to places of honor as those present stood at 
attention. A steaming kettle of the traditional "hu t -
spot" and the dessert likewise were taken into the hall 
behind the martial step of guardsmen and a fanfare 
of music. 

President P. Raymond Haulenbeek presided and at 
conclusion of the dinner introduced each of the dis
tinguished guests on the dais. They included repre-

was given by President Haulenbeek. He noted the 
annual gatherings had been limited entirely to men 
until the last quarter century. Since the first banquet 
with the ladies present it has become the custom to 
have them present every other year, he added, and 
indicated the probability that they would be invited 
regularly in the future. 

The three members who joined the Society in 190 5 
were presented with 5 0-year emblems similar to those 
given last year to a group of sixteen members, all ox 
whom had become members more than half a century 
ago. They are Charles A. Van Winkle of Rutherford, 

(Continued mi Page I 1 ) 
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HERE MD THERE 
Rossman H. Wynkoop of Hackensack, N . J., ac

cepted a total of ten awards, including five prizes, 
on October 21 on behalf of the Bergen County Eve
ning Record, of which he is managing editor. The 
presentations were made at the thir ty-fourth annual 
Better Newspaper Institute of the New Jersey Press 
Association held at Rutgers University in New Bruns
wick. Competing with all daily papers in the State 
with more than 40,000 circulation, the Bergen Record 
won two of three Four Freedoms awards and others 
for various types of editorial excellence. 

George Emlen Roosevelt of New York City has 
started on his fortieth year as a member of the board 
of trustees of Roosevelt Hospital in that city. He is 
a descendant of James H . Roosevelt, who founded 
the institution and is one of its vice-presidents whose 
long services were recognized at the annual meeting 
on October 2 5. 

George J. Deyo of Elizabeth, Frederick Hyer of 
Plainfield and George B. Wendell of Westfield, all 
members of the Society, are on the steering committee 
recruited from among fathers of pupils at Pingry 
School in Elizabeth, N . J., to raise funds for supple
menting salaries of the teaching staff. 

Donald B. Kipp of Morristown, N . J., a member 
of the Class of '2 8 was elected a trustee of Princeton 
University at the annual fall meeting on October 3 0. 
He has been a partner in the Newark law firm of 
Pitney, Hardin & Ward since 1937. 

The Rev. Dr. Ernest R. Palen, Domine of the 
Society and pastor of the Middle Collegiate Church, 
New York City, was elected President of the Board 
of Education of the Reformed Church in America at 
the semi-annual meeting on October 5. It is the first 
time in a quarter century that a clergyman has been 
named to the position. The board has jurisdiction 
over three colleges and New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, which is the oldest in the country and also 
Western Seminary at Holland, Michigan. 

Cornelius V. R. Bogert of St. Petersburg, Fla., has 
donated a number of 18th century powder horns to 
the Americana collection of the Bergen County His
torical Society, of which he is a former president. 

Richard H. Amerman of Rutherford, N . J., was 
recipient of the acolade "historical detective and bul
wark of Bergen Du tch" in a New York Daily News 
article on Sunday, November 6. Captain of the So
ciety's Burgher Guard and vice-president from Bergen 
County, the article commended his research into Dutch 
life in early America. 

The Rev. Garret M. Conover of High Bridge, 
N . J., was bereaved on November 20 by the death 
of his wife, Bertha S. Conover, after a lengthy illness. 
She was born in New York City the daughter of 
the Rev. and Mrs. Peter Stryker. The Rev. Conover 
was pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church in Asbury 
Park, N . J., prior to retirement twenty-three years 
ago, at which time he removed to High Bridge. 

Charles A. Lott of Bloomfield, N . J., is an avid 

WITH MEMRERS 
stamp collector and regular exhibitor at philatelist 
shows. His collection of United States special issues 
is considered one of the best. 

Cecil B. DeMil le of Hollywood told more than 
1,000 delegates to the annual banquet of the Public 
Relations Society of America on November 15 in Los 
Angeles that their "responsibility is not only to your 
clients and employers; it is to the commonwealth of 
mankind." The 74-year old pioneer in motion pictures 
declared the stock in trade of the public relations 
man is ideas rather than products. 

D r . George J. Deyo of Elizabeth, N . J., was elected 
a director of the American Real Property Federation 
on November 6 at the annual meeting of the group 
in New York City. He is a trustee of the Society. 

Colonel Albert L. Vreeland, Army Reserve, of 
East Orange, N . J., headed a department of instruc
tion in the reservist training school conducted at Fort 
Slocum, New Rochelle, N . Y., last summer. 

Henry E. Ackerson, Jr., of Keyport, N . J., pre
sented Silver Beaver awards at the annual recognition 
dinner of Monmouth County Boy Scout Council held 
December 7 at the Sea Girt Inn. The awards went 
to various adults who have aided in youth work. A 
former president and trustee of the Society, a one
time State Senator and Supreme Court Justice in New 
Jersey, he always finds time to be active in boys' work. 

John A. Amerman and Mrs. Amerman of Bloom-
field, N . J., attended graduation exercises at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia, Officer Candidate School where their 
son, John W. Amerman, a life member, received his 
commission as second lieutenant, United States Army, 
on December 16. 

Dr . George J. Deyo of Elizabeth, N . J., Vice Presi
dent of the New Jersey Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution, was chairman of the dinner and reception 
tendered President-General Edgar Williamson, Jr., of 
the National Society, S.A.R., and Mrs. Williamson, 
at Glen Ridge County Club December 2. 

Frederick W. Bogert of Paramus, N . J., a trustee 
of the Paramus Historical and Preservation Society, is 
active on the membership committee of the Bergen 
County Historical Society. 

James Hervy Ackerman and Mrs. Ackerman of 
Princeton, N . J., and Fishers Island, announced on 
December 10 the engagement of their daughter, Jean 
Carlisle Ackerman, to Lieutenant Frank Brooks Robin
son of the Air Force, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander 
Laughlin Robinson of Sewickley, Pa., and Fishers Island. 

Raymond F. Dey of Caldwell, New Jersey, has been 
appointed curator of the Dey Mansion at Preakness, 
New Jersey. He took over his new duties early in 
January, following retirement from the Federal Re
serve Bank in New York City, where he had been an 
official for 2 3 years. The Dey Mansion was head
quarters for George Washington during a part of 1780, 
when it was the home of Colonel Theunis Dey, a 

I Continued on Ptigc 7) 
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MILITARY TRACT DREW 
by Walter 

At the close of the Revolution in 178 3 Central 
New York State was still a wilderness, but the fight
ing back and forth across the territory had made 
known to many people its desirable characteristics for 
permanent settlement and development. Veterans re
turning to their homes in the colonies took with them 
tales of the beautiful rolling country. 

When a huge section embracing 600,000 acres com
prising the present counties of Onondaga, Cortland, 
Cayuga, Tompkins and Seneca, with portions of Os
wego and Wayne, was opened as a "military t rac t ," 
it was not long before settlers arrived by the hundreds 
to set up homes and form villages which came to be 
large cities in many instances before the lapse of a 
century. 

Numerous descendants of early settlers in New 
Netherland were among the Revolutionary veterans 
who staked claims in the Military Tract . They made 
the first big move away from the Hudson River 
Valley area since the founding of Fort Orange, Kings
ton and other places. They were in reality pioneers of 
the westward march which has led succeeding genera
tions into other states all across the country out to 
the Pacific Coast. 

The Military Tract had its origin in acts passed by 
Congress and the New York Legislature whereby land 
bounties were offered to soldiers in return for their 
services during the Revolution. On September 16, 
1776, Congress resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole to consider a report from the Board of 
War fixing quotas of fighting battalions to be fur
nished by each colony and providing land grants to 
officers and soldiers who would serve until the close 
of the war or discharged and to descendants of such 
men in the event they were killed. 

It was stipulated in resolutions subsequently adopted 
that eighty-eight battalions of men should be enlisted 
as quickly as possible, with each State furnishing a 
quota. Every non-commissioned officer and man in the 
ranks was to receive a bonus of twenty dollars and 
provision was to be made for granting lands to all 
who served. Colonels were to receive 5 00 acres, lieu
tenant colonels 45 0 acres, majors 400 acres, captains 
and lieutenants 3 00 acres, ensigns 150 acres and non
commissioned officers and men 100 acres. On August 
12 of the same year Congress approved a further 
resolution providing 1,100 acres for a major-general 
and 8 50 acres for a brigadier general. 

"Such lands to be provided by the United States" 
according to an enabling clause, "and wherever expenses 
shall be necessary to procure such lands, the said ex
penses shall be paid and borne by the States." 

The bloody depredations by Indians and Tories along 
the frontier which later came to include the Military 
Tract , especially during 1779 and 1780, and the failure 
of several other States to meet quotas caused the 
Legislature of New York to enact a law in 1781. 
requiring "the enlistment of two regiments for defense 
of the frontier of New York." The term of service 

REVOLUTIONARY VETERAIVS 
H . V a n Hoesen 

was to be three years, or less if the war ended and 
the good faith of the State was pledged to fulfill the 
promises of the Congress. 

At the close of the war in 178 3 the Legislature took 
action on the bounties promised by Congress and also 
on the granting of land gratuities. A resolution was 
adopted on March 2 3 of that year providing for ad
ditional land to "major generals and brigadier generals 
now serving in the line of the army of the United 
States, and being citizens of this State, and the officers, 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the two regi
ments commanded by Colonels Van Schaick and Van 
Cort landt ." Residents of New York serving in other 
units were given similar grants ranging from 5 00 
acres to non-commissioned officers and privates up to 
5,500 acres for major generals. 

The resolution went on to state that "the lands so 
to be granted as bounty of the United States and as 
gratuity from the State, shall be laid out in town
ships of six miles square; that each township shall be 
divided into 156 lots of 150 acres each, two lots where
of shall be reserved for the use of a minister or ministers 
of the Gospel, and two lots for the use of a school 
or schools; that each person above described shall be 
entitled to as many such lots as his bounty and gratuity 
land as will permit; that one half the lots each person 
shall be entitled to shall be improved at the rate of 
five acres for each 100 acres within five years after 
the grant, and that the said lands shall be located in 
the district in this State reserved for the use of the 
troops." 

After several amendments and minor changes an 
act was passed on February 2 8, 1789, providing that 
the surveyor general lay out as many townships within 
the boundaries of the Military Tract sufficient to satisfy 
the claims of all persons. The Commissioners of the 
Land Office were empowered to designate each town
ship by such name as they might consider to be 
proper. A map was to be made of each township, 
with sub-divisions into 100 lots, as nearly square as 
possible, each lot to contain 600 acres. 

Under this law General Simeon Dewitt, who had 
been Surveyor General for Washington, laid out the 
entire tract by "plott ing and mapping the boundaries 
and calculating its area." He was assisted by Moses 
DcWit t and Abram Hardenburgh. 

After the survey and preparation of the map the 
Commissioners of the Land Office, in accordance with 
the law, placed advertisements in newspapers published 
in New York and Albany giving notice " to all per
sons entitled to grants of bounty or gratuity lands, 
who have not already exhibited their claim, to ex
hibit the same to the Commissioners on or before the 
first day of January, 1791." 

The same act of the Legislature directed that "all 

{Continued on Page 10) 
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EARLY DUTCH HRDUGHT 
Another Christmas and New Years will have come 

and gone before this issue of De Halve Maen reaches 
its members, but some of the holiday spirit and 
memories will linger just as they did back in the days 
of New Netherland. As a matter of fact many of the 
customs we associate with observance of the two occa
sions date from that period. 

It is just past Thanksgiving as these lines are written 
to meet a printer's deadline for copy, but it is not 
too early for signs of Christmas. Streets and store 
windows are decorated as a part of the commercialized 
effort to spur gift buying and plans are in the making 
for much celebrating in the weeks ahead, but in times 
gone by things were much different. 

It was about three centuries ago, when New York 
was still New Amsterdam, that the ancestor of our 
present day Santa Claus first made an appearance in 
America. He was a bishop in the person of a kindly 
white bearded old man in flowing robes riding a white 
horse. Accompanied by a Moorish servant on foot, 
he traveled from door to door rewarding good children 
with a gift of cookie or article of clothing, while his 
aide admonished the naughty and left behind a bundle 
of birth rods. 

The old man had his origin sixteen centuries before 
in Asia Minor and because of good works he was 
made a saint while still quite young. His fame spread 
all over Europe and when he first appeared in New 
Amsterdam the children called him Sint Nicolaas or 
Sinterglaas. His round of visits took place not on 
Christmas Eve as we know it, but on December 5 
to mark the good saint's birth. The date is observed 
to this day by a meeting of The Saint Nicholas 
Society each year since its founding at the urging of 
Washington Irving back in 183 5. 

Unlike the merry celebration now associated with 
Christmas, this was a solemn occasion. Sinterklaas 
was considered a holy man and beloved, as well as 
revered, by young and old. It was more than one 
hundred years after the passing of New Netherland 
before Santa Claus was heard of and then it was by 
the process of word translation from Dutch into 

Restoration 
Decision to proceed with further development of 

Sunnyside, Washington Irving's old home at Tarry-
town, N . Y., and nearby Philipse Castle dating from 
168 3 was announced late in October by the trustees 
of Sleepy Hollow Restorations, Inc., operators of the 
two projects largely with $2,000,000 contributed by 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 

Preservation of Sunnyside and Philipse Castle has 
assured for posterity two outstanding examples of the 
Hudson River "early D u t c h " era. Officers and trustees 
of the Society have made pilgrimages to them and 
John C. Traphagen of West Nyack, N . Y., a member, 
is one of the trustees of Sleepy Hollow Restorations, 
Inc. 

There will be cautious approach to the new develop
ments, according to the trustees and Dr. Harold Dean 

SANTA TD AMERICA 
American English. As time went on the season for 
visitations extended from December 5 to Christmas 
Eve. 

It remained for Washington Irving, creator of Rip 
Van Winkle and other legendary figures of the Hudson 
River "Du tch count ry" to write for the first time 
about " the tubby litle fellow with the jolly manner." 
That was early in the nineteenth century and just 
before Christmas in 1823 Clement C. Moore's poem 
"A Visit from Saint Nicholas" or " 'Twas the Night 
Before Christmas" was published. 

Saint Nicholas was created in drawing for the first 
time in the 1860's by Nast , the famous caricaturist, 
but Santa Clas remained a vague and shadowy figure 
until just before the turn into the twentieth century, 
when the New York Sun's editorial on "Yes, There 
Is a Santa Claus" settled the matter once and all. 

The custom of going home for Christmas had its 
start in the farming areas of what used to be New 
Netherland. Whether it was on Long Island, up the 
Hudson or in the northern counties of New Jersey 
younger members of the family have looked ahead 
over the years to opening gifts and eating dinner at 
the old home. It has become a practice the country 
over and to a less extent the clan gathers on Christmas 
Eve to light a Yule log and listen to the Christmas 
story. 

New Year's Day was observed in New Netherland 
as a major religious occasion, according to accounts 
handed down to us in old diaries along with reports 
of Christmas. Even before there were churches in 
almost every community the visiting domine con
ducted special services and as time went on it came 
to be the custom to "see the New Year in" by holding 
a watch night service. It was quite the proper thing 
on New Year's Day to go calling on neighbors or 
relatives for the purpose of wishing them well. Stories 
of New Amsterdam tell of such occasions when the 
men would raise their glasses in toasting one another 
while the women and children gathered in the front 
room to talk. 

W. V. H . 

Plans 
Cater, new director. Intensive historical research will 
be the first step and nothing will be done to jeopardize 
the integrity of the restorations. At Sunnyside a green
house may be reconstructed and a cove re-opened lead
ing in from the Hudson River for small craft. 

At Philipse Castle the surrounding grounds will be 
explored for evidence of former buildings to be re
constructed. Depending upon the findings, it may be 
possible to erect a blacksmith's shop, cobbler's shop, 
wharf and sawmill as they existed in the days of New 
Netherland. 

"The board is anxious to enliven both restorations," 
according to the statement of the trustees and as 
one result bowling on the green and other recreational 
facilities for visitors may be provided. 



NETHERLANDERS IN AMERICA 
The monumental and well documented book "Nether-

landers in America" by Henry S. Lucas just published 
under auspices of the University of Michigan Press 
should have been released as "Volume I I ." Except for 
a brief outline at the start the 744 pages are taken up 
entirely with Dutch immigrants from 1789 to 19 5 0, 
a fact indicated on the inner title page. 

The author has done a splendid piece of work in 
gathering together and properly indexing the exhaustive 
story of hardy folks who came from the Netherlands 
after the Revolution was over and the young country 
had been established on solid foundations. He is the 
son of such stock and can hardly be blamed for not 
tackling what would have been an even greater task 
in piecing together the story of Dutchmen and people 
of other nationalities who came via Holland to settle 
here prior to 1675. 

A lot has been written about the founders of New 
Netherland, but there is great need for a project aimed 
to consolidate within the covers of a single book the 
full story of origins, traits, customs, religion and 
other facts about the first pioneers. Adequate atten
tion should be given also to their descendants who have 
spread over the entire United States in the last 275 
years and their influence on the growth, prosperity and 
culture of the nation. 

The same criticism as to the title is directed at the 
book by Professor Adriaan J. Barnouw, who received 
the Society's Distinguished Achievement Medal in 1945 
for Dutch scholarship. Wri t ing in The Netherland-
America Foundation Letter for November, he says it 
is wrong for any such volume to disregard eminent 
Hollanders who made their mark in this country. The 
book "swarms with the names of obscure immigrants 
of whom little more can be said than that they came 
and proposed," says Prof. Barnouw and he proceeds 
to list some of the men who were not included. Among 
them are Van Loon, Bok and DeKruif, who were sons 
of immigrants well after 1789, or came to this coun
try on their own. Thus we think Prof. Barnouw has 
also forgotten or overlooked the settlers of New 
Netherland and their descendants whose mark and in
fluence on the country have been so great as to be 
out of all proportion to their numbers. 

In the twelve pages Mr. Lucas devotes to settlers 
in New Netherland prior to 1664, he docs a commend
able job, but it is hardly more than a bare outline 
preliminary to launching on the main theme of his 
work. He refers, however, to "the extinction of Dutch 
rule in New Netherland" in that year apparently over
looking the return to power in 1673 and final with
drawal two years later. During that brief period 
the government administered by the Dutch was stronger 
than at any time before. It was discussed in detail 
by the late Walter M. Mescrole, secretary of the Society 
for a decade and also a former president, in an article 
"Why 1675" which appeared in De Halve Maen for 
January, 1945. 

There were practically no arrivals in New Nether

land from Holland during the period from 1664 to 
1675 and Mr. Lucas is right in saying there were 
only about 10,000 people in the colony when it passed 
to English control. Not all of them were Dutch, nor 
did they all belong to the Reformed Church, as Mr. 
Lucas says. According to history there were inhabi
tants of at least eighteen different languages and nearly 
as many religious beliefs. Dutch was the chief language 
in New Amsterdam and other parts of the colony 
just as the Reformed Church was the principal place 
of worship, but there were also Germans, French and 
others just as there were Lutherans, Quakers and 
Mennonites. 

Mr. Lucas turns to the writings of Albert Faust for 
his data on people of Dutch descent in the United 
States. Starting with the 10,000 estimate in 1664, 
Faust estimated in 1909 that the number had increased 
to about 200,000 by 1790, to which figure he added 
40,000 who were living in New Jersey and other 
states. These figures are by no means satisfactory. 
The names of early settlers in New Netherlands prior 
to 1675 had been assumed by a great many newcomers 
and at the same time the so-called "Dutch traits" had 
become manifest frequently by the marriage of daugh
ters who did not perpetuate the family names. 

The Holland Society membership now comprises 1041 
men all of whom are direct descendants in the male 
line from inhabitants within New Netherland boun
daries prior to 1675. Their genealogical lines have been 
proven from church and other records that have been 
preserved by the Society. It is estimated at least 
another 2 5,000 men in the country are eligible and 
the total of collateral descendants from the early 
settlers is calculated to exceed several million. Thou
sands of people in both categories are carrying on the 
traditions of their ancestors in government, the law, 
banking, farming, the arts and all other fields of 
endeavor. When the full story is written some day 
it will constitute a fitting first volume for "Nether-
landers In America." 

W. V. H . 

H E R E A N D T H E R E W I T H M E M B E R S 
(Continued from Page 4) 

famous Revolutionary patriot. Mr. Dey is active in 

the Sons of the American Revolution, Genealogical 

Society of New Jersey, the Huguenot Society and the 

Antique Club of New Jersey. 

Lt. Ralph H. Hal lenbeek returned on leave early 

in December after eight months with the American 

forces in Germany and spent the holidays with his 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Hallenbeek, of Bald

win, Long Island, before returning to his post early 

in January. 

] 



NEW NETHEHLAND HAD WINDMILLS AND FENCES 
It is a surprising fact that historians and other 

students of Americana have practically ignored the 
windmill and fence in their writings as well as re
search, because both have played a vital role in the 
economic and agricultural growth of the country back 
to the early days of New Netherland. 

The windmills had always been associated more or less 
with Holland, in much the same fashion as dikes. In 
this country they have been considered a necessary 
part of nearly every farm from coast to coast. Fences 
of various types have been just as much a part 
of the national scene, but their origin goes even further 
back in history. 

The first settlers in New Netherland and the other 
colonies that came later were fundamentally alike. 
They may have had different languages and many of 
their customs were not similar but they were of the 
same spirit and except for a comparatively few ad
venturers, they came to find new homes and a better 
life. 

The first task to occupy arriving settlers was to 
erect shelters for themselves. As conditions improved 
and they were able to clear land they had to think 
of water and also marking out land boundaries. Some 
of the customs, methods and manners of living were 
continued as they were abroad and became a part of 
the new civilization, while others were adopted from 
the Indians or developed out of sheer need. 

The first windmills in New Netherland were built 
on newly developed farm lands in the upper Hudson 
River region, according to the early records of Albany 
and Schenectady. They date back to the 1630's, when 
settlers started to work the areas around Fort Orange 
and were faced with the problem of water and power. 

It was not long after the Pilgrim^ landed at Plymouth 
in 1620 that windmills first appeared on Cape Cod, 
where they had settled. Doubtless they also conceived 
the idea from seeing the windmills of Holland when 
they fled to that little country away from persecution 
in England. As the settlement of New England and 
the rest of the country progressed westward the wind
mill kept pace and even in these times it is a common 
sight through the agricultural sections. 

There were many types of windmills in colonial days, 
even though they had the same utilitarian purpose of 
helping to get water out of the ground for human 
and animal needs, as well as for irrigating the soil. 
At first they were mostly of shingle nailed on a frame 
to form a cylindrical tower extending from 20 to 50 
feet in the air. Mounted on top was a movable fan 
or wheel, with wooden blades designed to catch the 
wind. In many cases the wheel was greatly enlarged 
so that its sweep made a great circle reaching high 
above the mill structure to within a few feet of the 
ground. 

A few old windmills have been found with main 
uprights of roughly hewn tree trunks. They were 
used in the earliest windmills. Later squared beams 
of oak, hickory or fir were used. At an even later 
date it became the practice to use iron or steel and a 
wooden or metal tank was constructed at the top 
to store water. 

Most of the early windmills were erected over wells 
often dug by hand. Buckets were attached to the 
revolving wheel by ropes and later by chains to help 
draw water when the wind was sufficiently strong. 
Even today the ordinary pumping wheel develops less 
than one quarter horsepower. Windmills used for 
grinding grain were connected with rollers that passed 
over mill stones installed in shelters at the base. 

The old fashioned windmill still in use in Holland 
has its arms or blades covered with canvass and there 
was a time when some of those in this country were 
similarly treated. It has been the custom to regulate 
the direction of the wheel by an arm carrying a vane 
to catch the wind and swing it into position. Extension 
of electric current into the rural areas has been the 
greatest factor in declining use of the windmill over 
the last half century and many of them still standing 
have been saved from destruction only because of senti
ment and a wish to retain some of the atmosphere 
that used to be associated with life down on the farm. 

Fences did not have their origin in this country any 
mere than windmills. Their use goes far back into 
Europe's history as people sought to keep their own 
animals from wandering out and those of neighbors' 
from getting in. An added reason, a result of human 
nature unchanged over the ceturies, has been the wish 
to keep trespassers away. 

The ancient court records of Fort Orange are filled 
with the cases of settlers charged by their neighbors 
with allowing cows, pigs and other live stock to 
trample garden patches and in general cause damage. 
In many instances property lines were in dispute and 
led to physical encounters. Fences and barriers of all 
sorts became common as they were adapted to various 
purposes, but for the moment our interest centers on 
those used to enclose the pasture lands and fields as 
the early settlers of New Netherland and their de
scendants moved westward from the Hudson River 
into New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio and other states. 

The "stone fence" was first to be used by the early 
settlers and varied from those made by carefully 
building one stone atop another to the crudely rounded 
pile of various sizes just as they were tossed aside 
when the land was cleared. Many of the old stone 
fences are still to be found in Ulster, Rockland and 
other New York counties, as well as northern New 
Jersey. They were less favored in other areas owing 
in part undoubtedly to a less rocky terrain. Then, too, 
the felling of trees led to an abundance of wood 
which could be used with very little work in the 
form of logs cut to length and later as split rails. 
The latter kind brought about contests in many a 
village to determine the champion rail splitter. 

There were three distinct types of fence in the so 
called Dutch country of Colonial days, with numerous 
variations. The first was the " w o rm" or "snake" fence 
named because of its zig-zag construction. The second 
was the "log cabin" fence and the last was the straight 
line rail fence. 

The " w o rm" or "snake" fence was built of narrow 
logs about three to five inches in diameter at the top 

(Continued on Page 1 1 ) 
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SEAL AND BADGE DLDEST SOCIETY SYMBDLS 
The seal and the badge are much older than either 

the flags or mounted beaver as symbols of the Society. 
They were among the first matters of concern after 
the founding back in April of 188 5 and the earliest 
records indicate design of the seal had been determined 
by the group of organizers even prior to the initial 
meeting. 

The seal has appeared on all stationery, notices and 
publications from the very start of the Society. At 
their first meeting the Trustees approved a motion 
for Tiffanys, the New York jewellers, to cast it in 
14-karet gold as a medallion to be worn by the 
president of the Society on all official occasions. 

At the 71st annual banquet last November in the 
Hotel Biltmore President P. Raymond Haulenbeek re
ferred to it as one of the Society's most cherished 
possessions. When the seal is not in use on such oc
casions it is kept safely under lock and key. 

The first minutes of the Society give the following 
description: 

"In chief, the arms of the Netherlands, a lion 
rampant, holding in dexter paw a curved sword partly 
unsheathed and encircled with a wreath of laurel of 
seven leaves, showing seven states; in sinister paw, a 
bunch of seven arrows tied, also symbolical of the 
unity of seven states and supporting the liberty hat. 

" In fess sinister, the arms of the city of Amsterdam 
granted by Count William to the city in the year 
1242. 

"Gules a pale sable, thereon three Latin crosses in 
saltide argent. 

"In fess point, a warship of the period of 1609, 
sailing west. 

"In dexter, the arms of the State of New York. 

"In base, a tree (the device of the princes of Nassau 
signifies that this vigorous sapling derived its glory 
from the parent branches), and underneath, the motto, 
'Eindelijk wordt ecn Spruit een Boom'." 

"Around the upper half of the seal, the title of the 
Society. 

"The shape of the seal is similar to that of coins 
used in Holland about 15 74 and later and the other 
emblems arc copied from coins and seals used there 
subject to the Confederation of the seven United 
Provinces of the Netherlands." 

The matter of a suitable badge for the Society was 
under consideration for some time before definite 
action was taken at a meeting of the Trustees on 
March 30, 1887. It was determined first to adopt 
what was known as the Beggars' Badge. It was similar 
to the one adopted by the Dutch who rebelled against 
Philip of Spain in 15 56 and was worn by William of 
Orange at the time of his assassination. 

The matter of form, material and other details had 
been referred to a committee consisting of the Rev. 
Dr. Henry J. van Dyke, William M. Hoes and Henry 
S. van Duzer. Plaster casts of varieties of the ancient 

medal were made in Holland by the curator of the 
Museum of Antiquities and presented to the Society. 

At the March, 18 87, meeting Dr. Van Dyke ex
hibited to the Trustees a box of twelve plaster casts 
and other designs, including two sketches submitted 
by Tiffany, showing the appearance of the proposed 
badge. It was voted to adopt the form of Beggars' 
Badge as shown in the Tiffany designs, having upon its 
face the bust of Philip II of Spain, surrounded by 
the motto "En tout fidelles au roy." 

The reverse had two beggars' sacks, with two hands 
clasped in the center, between them the date 1566, 
surrounded by the motto, "Jusques a porter la besage," 
with projecting rings from each side and from the 
base, in which were hung, at the side miniature par-
ringers and from the base a gourd in miniature. 

It was decided to have the badge reproduced in 
silver and suspended by an orange ribbon from a 
horizontal crossed bar, to be attached to the coat of 
the wearer, and upon its face the words, "Holland 
Society." Badges could be had in gold, if desired by 
any member. It was reported in the last issue of de 
Halve Maen that new prices for the badge are $65.75 
in 14k gold, $58.50 in 10k gold and $40 in sterling 
silver gold plate plus taxes. 

Many members of the Society have acquired the 
badge and it has become a custom for the badge to be 
inherited from father to son. However, it is some
what restricted in use to ceremonial occasions of the 
Society and for general wear to indicate membership 
the small gold emblem, in the shape of a shield bear
ing the red lion rampant, is much more common. 

Rockaway Church 
Historic Rockaway Reformed Church nestling in 

the hills of Hunter ton County, N . J., observed its 

163rd anniversary on December 4th with homecoming 

services and a reception to members, who returned from 

many parts of the country. 

The third of three Reformed churches in the history 

of Whitehouse, the present structure was dedicated in 

1899. It is close by the site of old apple orchard on 

the Abraham Van Horn farm where the first services 

were held in a barn back in 1792. Orchard and barn 

are long since gone, but stones from the first church 

built before 1800 were used in making a wall around 

the cemetery at Route 22 and Main Street where Van 

Horn is buried. 

The Van Horn homestead is still landing near the 

church and has been restored by its present owners. 

White House Chapter, D.A.R., maintains the cemetery 

in memory of Van Horn, founder of the community 

and forage master for Washington's forces when his 

forces were quartered near Morristown. 

1 



M I L I T A R Y T R A C T D R E W 
R E V O L U T I O N A R Y V E T E R A N S 

(Continued from Page 5) 

persons to whom land shall be granted by virtue of 

this act and who are entitled thereto by any act or 

resolution of Congress, shall make an assignment of 

his proportion and claim of Federal bounty or gratuity 

land to the Surveyor General, for the use of the people 

of this state." 

It was provided further that for all lands thus as

signed to the State, an equal number of acres should 

be given to them by the State so far as possible in one 

tract and under one patent. A limit of one fourth 

of a township was imposed. This arrangement was 

made for the benefit of New York State residents 

holding claims to land in Ohio, in a tract set apart 

by Congress out of which veterans were allotted one 

hundred acres. 

Most of the New York veterans chose to take up 

land in the Military Tract , but for one reason and 

another a comparatively few made the trek to Ohio, 

which accounts for the fact that some descendants 

of the early settlers in New Netherland are to be 

found in that state. One example is the city of 

Wertsville, which was founded by members of the 

Werts (Wurts) family. 

Veterans who gave up claim to the 100 acres in 

Ohio were given additional acreage of the same amount 

in the Military Tract thus increasing the minimum to 

600 acres. Claimants were required to settle on each 

land grant within seven years and failure to do so 

caused it to revert to the State. Indian title to the 

Military Tract was wiped out by a treaty signed at 

Fort Stanwix on Sept. 12, 1788. 

Many frauds were perpetrated in connection with 

titles to claims for land within the military tract . In 

an attempt to end the abuse the Legislature approved 

an act in January, 1794, requiring all deeds and con

veyances made and executed by the Land Office Com

missioners prior to that time to be deposited with the 

clerk of Albany County for examination. All deeds 

which were not so deposited were considered fraudulent. 

Hundreds of contested claims filled the courts and 

matters were further complicated by squatters settling 

on lands honestly belonging to veterans. Matters were 

at such a confused state by 1797 that rightful settlers 

within the military tract united in petitioning the 

Legislature for passage of a law to bring about speedy 

and equitable adjustment of all disputes. The law set 

up a Board of Commissioners, with full powers to 

hear, examine, award and determine all disputes "re

specting the titles to any and all of the military 

bounty lands." 

After a great deal of inquiry and extended hearings 

during 1798-99 numerous awards were made in settle

ment of disputed claims. By the time 1800 arrived 

all claims had been adjudicated and since then the 

inhabitants of the Military Tract have rested secure in 

the original property rights. 

Settlement of the area got underway in earnest 

after land titles were cleared and following 1800 many 

veterans of the Revolution left towns along both banks 

of the Hudson River, as well as elsewhere, to make 

permanent homes. The land they took up was in one 

of 26 townships named for the most part after famous 

heroes in Greek and Roman history. 

In early years a township often embraced several 

towns. As settlements advanced the townships were 

divided and sub-divided. Counties were created as 

previously listed, with one of them designated as Cort

land after Colonel Van Cortland. Some of the towns 

were named after the first settlers, such as Van Buren, 

DeWitt , Lansing and Cortlandville. 

The earliest records of Cortland County list veterans 

who settled on military grants under the names of 

Cole, Conger, Keator, Lansing, Schermerhorn, Sturte-

vand, Van Auken, Van Alstine, Van Bergen, Van 

Hoesen, Van Slyke, and Van Vredenberg. Other cou-

ties created out of lands within the original military 

tract drew settlers from the so-called Dutch regions 

and mingling with them were veterans from various 

parts of New England. 

My Revolutionary ancestor was Garret Van Hoesen, 

who was born in Athens, New York, in 173 2. He 

was the great grandson of Jan Frans Van Hoesen, who 

immigrated from Holland in 163 5. Garret left Athens 

in 180 5 to take up land in Cortland County and 

became one of the first settlers of Preble. 

Two sons, Francis and Mathias, accompanied Garret 

and by the time half a century had passed Cortland 

County records included the names of more than 

sixty Van Hoesens. A history of Preble writ ten in 

188 5 refers to Mathias Van Hoesen as the oldest living 

resident in the town and states: 

"Mr. Van Hoesen has held every office in the gift 

of his town and has been its supervisor for nearly 

a quarter of a century. He was active in the agitation 

which resulted in erecting the new county clerk's 

office and he was a leader in the work of arranging 

and erecting other county buildings." 

When I visited Cortland County last summer only 

one of the family name appeared in the telephone 

directory of the town of Cortland, while the neighbor

ing communities of Preble, Tully, etc., had few mem

bers of the family left. Descendants have scattered 

to many parts of the country, with several as far 

away as California. 

] 
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W I N D M I L L S A N D FENCES 
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and about twelve to sixteen feet long. They laid on 
top of each other, five or six inches or more from 
the end, at an angle of about twenty-five degrees, thus 
forming a zig zag series of logs about five feet high. 
Oft times poles were placed about two feet from 
the bottom rail or log on either side, with poles placed 
lengthwise, thus forming a kind of binder to prevent 
horse or cattle from poking down or dislodging the 
rails. 

The "log cabin" fence was made after a technique 
very similar to that of the old time log cabin. The 
logs were placed at an angle to each other, but in 
a straight line, with short cross pieces, about two to 
three feet long, between the ends of the rails on which 
they rested, the cross pieces being at right angles to 
the rails. It used fewer logs in a given distance and 
took less space, but more work was required to cut 
off the cross pieces and put notches at the ends for 
rails to fit into. 

A member of the Society has the diary of an an
cestor who left Cortland County nearly eighty years 
ago and settled in Minnesota. It refers to the log 
cabin fencing with which he enclosed pasture land 
"after the custom they followed back home." Later 
entries in the diary tell of moving the fences from 
one part of the farm to another. 

All the types of fence mentioned may be seen in 
old prints and paintings. Records of the earliest fairs 
in Ulster County mention rail splitting contests among 
the attractions, but thus far there has been no real 
effort to gather material for a history of fences in 
spite of the close connection with the early settlers 
of this country. 

W. V. H . 

What A Help! 
While compiling a family genealogy, a member of 

the Society received the following letter in reply to 
an inquiry regarding the record of a certain family— 

"In answer to your letter regarding the record of 
my family, I shall be very glad to give you what I 
know. 

"My mother and father had three children, one of 
whom died young. Uncle Ed—that 's my mother's 
brother, went west and that is the last we ever heard 
from him. Grandmother Foster lived to be ninety-nine 
years of age. She had six children, two boys and four 
girls. Lillian was married twice, her first husband died 
and she remarried. My husband died ten years ago 
leaving me a widow with four children, a girl and 
three boys. My father's people came from back east 
somewhere, but I can not remember where. If Fred 
and Austin were alive they could tell you more about 
it. He was active until his death eight years ago." 

McCLOY M E D A L I S T 

A T O U T S T A N D I N G B A N Q U E T 
{Continued from Page 3) 

N . J., and Gilbert T. Van Mater of Keensburg, N . J., 
who were present to receive the honor and it was 
bestowed on Dr. James C. P. Van Loan of Keene, 
N . Y., in absentia. 

President Haulenbeek remarked on the excellent 
turnout of members and complimented the groups 
representing various branches. He referred particularly 
to the Southeast States Branch organized last April 
at Atlanta, Ga., with twenty-seven members residing 
in that area. The delegation representing the Branch 
was headed by Donald K. Vanneman, with Mayor 
William B. Hartsfield of Atlanta as a guest. President 
Haulenbeek spoke of the "southern beaver" trapped 
and stuffed in Georgia which is cherished by the 
Branch. It was inspiration for the Ancient and Honor
able Order of the Beaver founded at the initial dinner 
meeting of the Branch last April. 

President Haulenbeek presented the medal and scroll 
to Mr. McCloy on behalf of the Society. The address 
of introduction was made by the Rev. Dr. Ernest R. 
Palen, Dominee of the Society and minister of The 
Middle Collegiate Church, this city. He paid tribute 
to the accomplishments of Mr. McCloy and his quali
ties which have been outstanding in many fields. He 
referred to the record of the medalist as an artillery 
captain in World War I, followed by his role as 
counsel in litigation which led to settlement of claims 
arising from the Black Tom explosion. His legal 
career was interrupted by a call to be Assistant Secre
tary of War under Henry L. Stimson and later by 
other responsibilities during World War II. He placed 
the World Bank on a sound footing, the Rev. Palen 
continued, and then undertook the task of acting for 
the United States in Germany before returning to the 
banking field in 1952. 

Mr. McCloy expressed his sincere appreciation for 
the honor bestowed on him and told of his profound 
respect for the sturdy qualities of the Dutch people. 
The Netherlands, he said, has made a remarkable re
covery from the widespread destruction of World War 
II and continues to improve in spite of the burdens 
imposed by loss of colonies, floods and other world 
developments. In spite of the many disturbing condi
tions in Europe and elsewhere around the world Hol
landers maintain a calmness that serves to instill con
fidence for the future, he declared. 

The ladies present were given vials of perfume., 
while the men received cigars and the traditional long 
stemmed white clay pipes which were smoked during 
the after dinner program. A string orchestra delighted 
with the rendition of favorite selections. They included 
"Hail To The Chief" when President Haulenbeek called 
for the traditional toast to the President, and the 
National anthem of the Netherlands when glasses were 
raised in respect to Queen Julianna. 
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IN MEMDHIAM 
G A R R E T T M. V A N SICLEN 

Garrett Milton Van Siclen, a member of The Hol

land Society of New York since 1913 and 40 in 

seniority, died on October 19 in Nassau Hospital, 

following a stroke. The son of Andrew J. Van Siclen 

and Caroline A. Lott, he was born in Flushing, New 

York, on August 12, 1882, a member of the Eleventh 

generation of his family to reside on Long Island. 

He was graduated from Jamaica High School with the 

class of 1900 and in 1901 established the G. M. Van 

Siclen Fuel Corporation of which he remained Presi

dent until his retirement in 1945. He was a past master 

of Jamaica Masonic Lodge 546 and a past president 

of the Queens Masonic Association. At the time of his 

death, he was a trustee of the Jamaica Savings Bank. 

He married Jessie M. Hewlett , December 14, 1905, 

in Freeport. She survives him, also their son Milton 

H. Van Siclen and three grandchildren, Sandra, Gail 

and Garrett Milton Van Siclen, 2d. 

F R A N K P U R D Y W O G L O M 

Frank Purdy Woglom, a member of The Holland 

Society of New York since 193 6 and 338 in seniority, 

died on October 3 0. He was born in Brooklyn, Janu

ary 9, 188 5, the son of William Henry Woglom and 

Flora Williams. He attended Boys High School in 

Brooklyn and was graduated from New York Law 

School in 1906. He married Anna Chapman in New 

York, January 9, 1913, and Grace E. MacKenzie in 

Stamford, May 16, 1942. He practiced law in New 

York and at one time was attorney for the 2 3rd Ward 

Bank. He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Albert R. 

Keith of Hartford, Connecticut, and a son, Frank 

Chapman Woglom, a member of the Society. 

J O H N G R I S W O L D V A N S A N T V O O R D 

John Griswold van Santvoord, a member of The 

Holland Society of New York since 1916 and 5 5 in 

seniority, died suddenly at his home in Larchmont, 

N. Y., on November 22. He was born in Troy, N . Y., 

February 24, 1895, the son of Seymour van Sant

voord and Caroline Har t Shields. He attended Hotch-

kiss School and the Sheffield School. After serving in 

the Navy with the rank of ensign he joined the Texas 

Company in 1919. He was promoted to superintendent 

of lubrication sales in 1922 and to superintendent of 

the export lubrication division in 1926. From 1928 to 

1931 he represented the Company in Europe and since 

1934 has been manager of the marine sales division. 

He married Georgia Law Bell in Cincinnati on October 

10, 1923. She survives him, also three daughters, Mrs. 

James S. Shipman, Berea, Ohio; Mrs. Charles B. Gilson, 

Wallingford, Connecticut ; and Mrs. John W. Williams, 

Wayland, Massachusetts, and five grandchildren. 

S A M U E L D E Y O D O L S O N 

Samuel Deyo Dolson, a member of The Holland 

Society of New York since 1932 and 262 in seniority, 

died November 12 after a long illness. He was born 

in Highland, Ulster County, New York, on December 

6, 1879, the son of George Dolson and Adeline Wiley. 

He was a graduate of New Paltz Normal School and 

Colgate University, where he was a member of Phi 

Beta Kappa and Beta Theta Pi fraternity. After teach

ing English for more than 40 years in New Brighton, 

Staten Island, he founded the Standard Office Service 

Company, Richmond, in 1919, and remained President 

until his death. His wife, Edith Hovenden, survives 

him; three sons, George, Teunis and Deyo; two sisters, 

Mrs. May Foster of Poughkeepsie and Miss Grace Dol

son of Milford, Connecticut; two brothers, Fred of 

Gardiner, New York, and Guy of Poughkeepsie, and 

two grandchildren. 

M E R V I N S C H E N C K V A N B R U N T 

Mervin Schenck Van Brunt, a member of the Hol

land Society of New York since 1913 and 42 in 

seniority, died suddenly of a heart attack at his home, 

9214 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, on December 4. 

Born the son of Rulef J. Van Brunt and Ella Meserole 

Schenck in Bay Ridge on October 13, 1890, he was 

a direct descendant of the first Van Brunt patentee 

of New Utrecht . He attended the Mohegan Lake Mili

tary Academy in Peekskill and Heffley Business School 

in Brooklyn. He was active as a cotton broker all 

his life and held a seat on the Cot ton Exchange since 

1935. He married Glaudice Evelyn Campbell October 

12, 1926. She survives him; two daughters, Jacquelyn 

and Jeroldyn and a brother, Daniel Van Brunt. 
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MEMORIAL FUNDS 
The names of members and friends of the Holland 

Society of New York who, through acceptable gifts or 
bequests of One-thousand Dollars or more to the 
Society, help perpetuate the memory of the early 
Dutch settlement of America and promote the prin
ciples of Dutch ancestors, will appear regularly in this 
space. 

Funds received for this purpose will be kept intact 
and, as permanent recognition of their generosity, 
contributors' names will be engraved on a bronze 
tablet in the quarters occupied by the Society. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue has ruled 
that contributions are deductible from income tax of 
the donors, and bequests and legacies are exempt from 
the estate tax. 

Qualifying under this arrangement are the following 
(deceased) persons, to whose memory grateful ac
knowledgment of gifts received is made: 

Francklyn Hogeboom 
Ellen Peabody 
Morton D. Snediker 
Sarah A. Van Nostrand 
John E. Van Nostrand 
H. Russell Voorhees 
Townsend Wandell 

The Society was organized in 1885 "to perpetuate 
the memory of the early Dutch settlement of America, 
to foster and promote the principles of Dutch an
cestors, maintain a library, and to collect and publish 
genealogical and historical material"; membership 
limited to descendants in the direct male line from 
residents of the Dutch Colonies in America before 
1675. 




