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Editor's Corner 
Let us honor the memory of Reuben B. 

Crispell (1889-1967) . Through his princely 
generosity some $130,000 — an amount 
many times larger than earlier believed •— 
will shortly come to the Society upon ter
mination of the testamentary trust of which 
the late Mrs. Crispell had been the life bene
ficiary. A trustee of this Society from 1947-
54 during his 43 years of membership, Mr. 
Crispell, a native of Kingston, N.Y. , was 
graduated from Yale '10 and Columbia Law 
School '13. After serving as a military in
telligence officer in World War I he became 
a distinguished lawyer at the New York Bar. 
As a partner of Sullivan & Cromwell for 
many years, he was instrumental in evolving 
modern forms of corporate financing and 
took part as counsel in many important cap
ital transactions here and abroad. Following 
his retirement in 1942, he became closely 
identified with the Society and other his
torical organizations. He served as a trustee 
of the Huguenot Historical Society and was 
a founder and president of the Crispell Fam
ily Association which built, largely through 
his benefactions, the beautiful replica of the 
French Church of 1717 at New Paltz as a 
memorial to his colonial forebear Antoine 
Crispell, one of the 12 Original Patentees of 
New Paltz in 1678. Reuben B. Crispell was, 
indeed, the illustrious son of a notable fam
ily. Let us honor his name! 

T h e Long Range P lanning committee
men are to be complimented on the diligence 
with which they explored and forthrightly 
reported on courses of action to be consid
ered as ways of ensuring the Society's future 
and continued high standing in a rapidly 
changing world. The group's long session at 
New Paltz last April 27, with virtually 
every member present, produced as ably pre
pared a series of resolutions as one could ask. 
These views received commensurately care
ful attention and debate when presented at 
the recent board meeting; and some were 
promptly adopted. Those held over for fur
ther discussion involve significant innova
tions deserving of mature deliberation. Mem
bers' comment would be most welcome. 

T h e two-page pictorial section about our 
"Trip to Holland" last year will, we trust, 
interest every member and bring back pleas
ant memories to those who took part. So 
that additional pictures can appear herein 
from time to time we request that partic
ipants send in prints of prized photos; views 
of official receptions at The Hague, Leeu-
warden, Medemblik and Hoorn are especially 
desired. We would add that Trustee Van 
Patten, who planned and led that venture, 
and Mrs. Van Patten gave a cocktail party 
in June with several Trippers present, to 
Mr. and Mrs. N.J . Groot, of Hoorn, who 
joined the group visiting that charming city 
May 6 last year. 

Vacat ion notice: Society headquarters and 
the building at 122 East 5 8th Street will be 
closed during the month of August. 
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ALISTAIR COOKE TO RECEIVE GOLD MEDAL AT BANQUET 
Known to millions of Americans as a 

television commentator par excellence 
and author of a national best-seller 
about this country, Alistair Cooke is 
to receive the Holland Society's Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Achievement. 
The award, to be made at the 90th 
Annual Banquet in November, will be 
conferred by President Gerrit W. Van 
Schaick. 

Urbane interpreter of history, liter
ature and the American scene, Mr. 
Cooke was born in 1908 at Manchester, 
England, and was graduated summa 
cit in laiide from Cambridge University 
in 1930. 

Becoming a journalist in America 
after postgraduate studies at Yale in 
1932-33 and at Harvard in 1933-34, 
he was correspondent here first for The Times of Lon
don, then for 24 years the chief U.S. correspondent for 
the Manchester Guardian. He became an American 
citizen in 1941. His weekly BBC radio program, "Letter 

Noted author an 
honored at 90th 

from America," which began in '38,has 
been running longer than any other. 

As master of ceremonies of the T V 
"Omnibus" series from 19 52-61, and 
more recently as host on NET ' s "Mas
terpiece Theater," he became nationally 
known. But his major achievement 
came with "America: A Personal His
tory of the United States," a series 
which has won him many prizes, in
cluding four Emmys, his second Pea-
body Award and the Benjamin Frank
lin Award of the Royal Society of 
Arts. Moreover, it formed the basis of 
his prodigiously successful book, "Alis
tair Cooke's America" (Knopf, 1973) . 

Author of three other books, he re
ceived the LL.D. (Hon.) from the 
University of Edinburgh in 1969, and 

last year Queen Elizabeth II made him an honorary 
Knight Commander of the British Empire. Married and 
the father of two children, Mr. Cooke belongs to the 
National Press Club and other clubs here and abroad. 

d TV personality to be 
Annual Dinner in Fall 

Memorial to F.D.R. Is Planned Announce $130,000 Crispell Gift 
An impressive memorial to President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, its design by the late Louis Kahn approved 
by the family, is to rise on the East River island re
named Roosevelt Island in his honor last September 24. 
Sponsors of the project — the Four Freedoms Founda
tion, and Urban Development Corp. which is building 
a model community on the 148-acre former Welfare 
Island — expect work to commence soon although no 
date has yet been set. 

This tribute to the late President, who was a Holland 
Society trustee from 192 3-3 8, will occupy a triangular 
plot at the southerly tip of the island; and visitors are 
to reach the site by walkways leading through some two 
acres of parkland. The austerely dignified structure, to 
consist of a roofless " room" with 12-foot granite walls 
on three sides, the fourth facing the river, is when built 
to include two sculptures of F.D.R. and wall carvings 
of some of his memorable words. 

The hour Freedoms Foundation, of 29 West 5 6th 
Street, this city, last month inaugurated a public appeal 
for funds to help finance the memorial. 

That the Society would soon receive a magnificent 
bequest aggregating $13 0,000 by will of the late 
Trustee Reuben B. Crispell was announced and grate
fully acknowledged at the annual joint meeting of the 
trustees and vice-presidents held with President Van 
Schaick presiding at the University Club, June 13. 

In another major development the trustees took action 
on far-reaching moves recommended by the Long Range 
Planning committee. Additionally, the board engaged a 
genealogist and librarian, provided incentives to gain 
new members, elected Robert D. Nostrand a trustee, 
lire Richard Stillwell, resigned; dealt with various 
progress reports, and admitted six members. 

Of the nine long-range recommendations presented 
by Co-chairmen Hopper and Hasbrouck and Trustee 
Booraem, the board unanimously adopted five. These call 
for, (1) no change in or dilution of the present mem
bership criteria, (2) continuance of a Society office in 
this city, (3) a comprehensive report by the Endow
ments committee on methods of giving, and tax advan-

(Continued on Page 2) 

[ 1] 



Branch Meetings: 
OLD B E R G E N N A M E S Q U A C K E N B U S H . — 

James E. Quackenbush was unanimously voted a fourth 
term as president at a dinner meeting attended by 31 
members and male guests at Cervino's Brick House Inn, 
Wvckoff, N.J. , Wednesday, April 24. To serve with him 
the group chose William D. Blauvelt, Jr. and Peter D. 
Talman, vice-presidents; re-elected John C. Van Riper, 
secretary, and Ralph D. Terhune, treasurer; and named 
a 15-man advisory board. Mr. Quackenbush presided. 

After a congenial social hour the proceedings began 
with invocation by Associate Domine Louis O. Spring
steen. During dinner Mr. Quackenbush presented 
Trustee Vander Veer from Syosset, L.I., Essex-Morris 
Counties Branch President Daniel S. Van Riper, and 
Albert A. Van Blarcom, president from 1948-52 of the 
former Passaic County Branch. The chairman also 
cordially introduced a new member, Bruce Storms, and 
the guests present: Ronald Cyr, Mark Lydecker, Jurian 
W. Van Riper and John C. Van Riper, Jr. 

The County Freeholders have yet to act on the 
Branch's suggestion to designate the tulip as Bergen's 
flower, it was reported by James S. Sutphen, who also 
said that Anthony Fokker, Dutch pioneer aircraft de
signer, was to be inducted into the aviation Hall of 
Fame at Teterboro Airport. Branch Treasurer Terhune 
reported a balance on hand of $241. The Fall dinner 
meeting would take place at High Mountain Golf Club, 
Franklin Lakes, September 19, it was announced. 

Highlights of the early history of Rockland County 
were related by the principal speaker, William H . Hand, 
of South Nyack, N.Y. He spoke about the De Wint 
House, at Tappan, built in 1700 by the Dutch colonist 
Daniel De Clark (de Klerck) but named for the De 
Wint family, its owners from 1746 to 1818. This House, 
oldest in the county and designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1967, was Washington's headquarters in 
1780 when he convened the board of officers which tried 
and condemned Major Andre for his role in Benedict 
Arnold's treason. The speaker, who heads the Hand 
Laboratory, at South Nyack, also narrated some of his 
experiences when, freshly graduated from Haverford 
College in 1924, he became research assistant to Thomas 
A. Edison and worked for the famous inventor for six 
eventful years. 

Others present besides those mentioned were, Samuel 
H. Ackerman, Trustee R.H. Amerman, Albert O. Bo-
gert, Chester H. Bogert, Trustee F.W. Bogert, Leigh K. 
Lydecker, Jr., William L. Paulison Jr., Trustee Emeritus 
W.B. Talman, Jansen H. Van Etten, J. Harold Van 
Ness, Trustee Kendrick Van Pelt, Adrian B. Van Riper, 
L. George Van Syckle, Charles Zabriskie, Harold B. 
Zabriskie. 

MID W E S T S P R I N G L U N C H E O N . — Through 
the courtesy of Francis R. Schanck, Branch Treasurer, 
the Branch held its Spring Luncheon on May 10 at the 
Attic Club in Chicago's Loop. Branch President Lee D. 
van Antwerp, M.D., presided. Honored guests were 
Netherlands Consul General Jan W.M. van der Vossen 
and his assistant, Consul Dignus H. Visscher, recently 
transferred to Chicago from Havana, Cuba. 

All present were pleased to welcome several new mem
bers, Frederic de Peyster, M.D., Captain Robert F. Horn-
beck, USCG, and Daniel M. Schuyler. Branch Vice Pres
ident and Mrs. Henry Staats, III, invited all of the 
Branch members and their wives to a summer outing at 

(Continued on next page) 

T R U S T E E S ' M E E T I N G 
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tages thereof, to encourage members to contribute to 
the Society funds, artifacts and other property, (4) the 
officers to seek professional advice on how best to pub
licize the Society, and (5) the employment of additional 
staff as circumstances require. 

The four proposals tabled for renewed consideration 
later on would have the Society, (1) conduct, starting 
in '75, a formal Banquet only on special occasions, estab
lishing instead one or more informal annual fixtures, 
(2) authorize members under 3 1 and over 6 5 to pay but 
one-half the regular dues, provided that where feasible 
each such member contribute the other one-half. 

These long-range recommendations further propose 
that the Society, (3) set up a wholly controlled "New 
Netherland Historical Society," or similarly named ex
empt organization, its members to comprise those of 
the Holland Society and other persons interested in the 
Dutch in America, and (4) acquire a desirable property 
near New Paltz, N.Y., now available on extraordinarily 
favorable terms that would provide ample housing and 
space for expanded administration, library and staff 
besides facilities for seminars and artifacts exhibits. 
Trustees Hasbrouck and Willsey are to inquire into and 
report on this aspect. 

To stimulate interest among Branches and members 
in building up the roster, Membership Chairman Boor-
aem gained approval to try out a cash incentive plan. 
By this procedure each Branch furnishing one or more 
applicants later duly elected will receive $10 per new 
member, whereas an individual member so acting and 
with like result is to get $5 each. Letters on this topic, 
and a "k i t " on how to enlist members, are to be sent 
Branch presidents and the membership. 

With a view to seeking out younger members in co
operation with the Membership committee, the board 
agreed to a modestly funded program headed by W. 
Wells Van Pelt of the Burgher Guard. The trustees also 
conformed By Law Art. 1(5) with office practice. 

Moving to supply the Society with urgently needed 
skills, the trustees engaged the services part-time of a 
genealogist, Mrs. Clare McVickar Ward of South Nyack, 
N.Y., and of a librarian, Louis Duermyer of Staten 
Island. In other actions the board elected Trustees Boor-
aem and Vander Veer as Executive committeemen, and 
approved awards of the Burgher Guard Medal to Domine 
Flageman and James E. Quackenbush. 

Of the recently published van Lacr books, 175 sets 
have been sold to date, said Trustee de Groff, who also 
reported translation work in progress on other New 
Netherland records. Chairman Houghtaling of the Bi
centennial committee outlined plans being considered for 
a History Seminar on "The Dutch and the Revolution" 
at the Institute on Man and Science upstate in '76. 

Those reporting in behalf of the Branches were, 
Adrian T. Bogart Jr., Long Island; James E. Quacken
bush, Old Bergen County; Trustee Schuyler, U.S. Army; 
Trustee van Dyke, New York County; Col. Ralph E. 
Vandervort Jr., Potomac; Trustee Willsey, Connecticut, 
and Robert W. Zabriskie, Essex-Morris Counties. 

New members elected included the following: 
WILLIAM JEFFREY COLE. Phoenix, Ariz. 
ALAN CLEGG DEMAREST. Succasunna, N.J. 
FREDERIC: AUGUSTUS DE PEYSTER, M.D.. 

Winnetka, 111. 
DANIEL MERRICK SCHUYLER. Kenilworth, 111. 
DANIEL DUCLOS VAN MATER. Jr.. Columbus. N J 
RICHARD HENRY WINNE, Mechanicville, N.Y. 



HOLD 34th ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE 
The Society's 34th Annual Memorial Church Service 

took place in the Nor th Reformed Church, Newark, 
N.J . , Sunday morning, April 2 8. Domine Howard G. 
Hageman, pastor of the church for 28 years until his 
election as president of the New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary a year ago, officiated. 

During the service the names of 27 members who died 
in the preceding 12-month period were read. Dr. Hage-
man's sermon was based on an incident related at St. 
John 21 : 3-4 and lyrically illumined by Francis Thomp
son's poem "The Kingdom of God." The biblical les
son, the Domine pointed out, is that when the shining 
glory of Easter seems to fade after weeks of life's ordi
nary frustrations, its marvellous restorative power will 
nevertheless come home to us when least expected if we 
but recognize and accept what our Christian faith offers. 

Following the service an informal reception and coffee 
hour was held in the Lecture Room. 

B R A N C H M E E T I N G S 
(Continued jrom preceding page) 

their home in Deerfield, 111., at a date to be announced 
later. This invitation was accepted with enthusiasm. 

It was decided that the fall dinner should celebrate 
the Branch's 2 0th anniversary which was created by 
action of the Trustees on October 14, 19 54. The new 
Metropolitan Club to be located on the 70th floor of 
the new Sears Tower was suggested as a possible location 
for the dinner. 

Others attending the luncheon were Alan M. Deyoe, 
Ar thur J. Heyer, William L. Ostrander, Robert R. 
Schenck, M.D., and Elmer B. Vliet. 

ULSTER D I N E S A T KINGSTON.—Members and 
guests gathered to hear Bicentennial goals discussed by 
Herbert Cutler, Curator of the Senate House Museum 
in Kingston, at the annual Spring dinner meeting held 
at Governor Clinton Hotel, Kingston, N.Y. , Saturday, 
May 11. Others present who spoke briefly were Society 
Secretary Hopper and Trustee Hasbrouck. Branch Pres
ident David T. Brink presided. 

After a sociable reception the assemblage enjoyed a 
bountiful dinner, and as coffee was served Mr. Brink 
introduced the principal speaker. Mr. Cutler, who chairs 
the Kingston Bicentennial Commission, said parades and 
other spectacles have their place but that the '76 celebra
tion ought to stress programs producing more lasting 
public benefits, such as preservation and restoration of 
historic buildings. 

Other groups like the Holland Society should partic
ipate, too, he said. While the Louw-Bogardus House 
(c.1690) in Kingston has fallen into ruin, aggressive 
efforts by interested persons and groups constitute the 
only way to save what is left. Secretary Hopper and 
Trustee Hasbrouck spoke approvingly of the importance 
of preserving for future generations houses and artifacts 
of historic value. 

Those in attendance were, Mr. and Mrs. D.T. Brink, 
Mr. and Mrs. Huber t Brink, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Joel B. 
Brink, Mr. and Mrs. Addison Crowell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold W. Delamater, Robert Demarest, Dr. Virgil B. 
DeWit t , Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Deyo, Alfred Has
brouck, Trustee and Mrs. K.E. Hasbrouck, Secretary 
and Mrs. D.T. Hopper, and Andrew Snyder. 

C O N N E C T I C U T H E A R S C O N S U L . — With So
ciety President Van Schaick present, and their number 
augmented by Netherlands Consul General W.S.J. Cam-

(Continued on Page 10) 

Dutch Clocks, Inside and Out 
D U T C H A N T I Q U E DOMESTIC CLOCKS. By Dr. J.L. Sellink 

(Bronxville, N.Y. : Clock Trade Enterprises, 1973) . 
Pp.368. $36. 

This handsome volume, with pages nearly the size of 
a letterhead, printed in the Netherlands but with text 
and captions entirely in English, should help make an 
expert of any antiques collector eager to know the best 
examples of Holland's early clockmakers. Covering the 
period 1670-1870, it is beautifully illustrated with over 
four hundred black and white photos, many in remark
able detail. 

While it is primarily a technical work for museum 
curators and other collectors, the book will stimulate 
any reader intent on enjoying antique clocks as works 
of art. The author strives to make out a strong case 
for the high value of the best clocks. "There are many 
more paintings by Rembrandt in circulation," he asserts, 
" than Hague clocks by Johannes van Ceulen or Pieter 
Visbach." He believes therefore that the prices paid for 
some unique clocks of the 17th century are preposter
ously low. 

After all, the design and origin of many of them are 
related historically to the patent for a pendulum move
ment granted in 1657 to Christian Huygens. This 
lawyer, instrument maker and astronomer was then 27. 
Only after his revolutionary invention in clock move
ments, says Dr. Sellink, did the production of Dutch 
clocks flourish. Early in his discussion he includes a 
warning note for the tyro on how costly is lack of 
knowledge: "Sooner or later he will discover that ap
proximately four out of every five clocks on the market 
are partial or complete fakes." 

The primary purpose of this elaborate work is attained 
(1) by giving numerous detailed photos of each clock 
discussed, showing design and construction, the entire 
movement, decoration, carving, dial, bell, pendulum, 
automata and other features; (2) by covering all types 
of clocks and their variations, and (3) by illustrating for 
comparision similar types made outside the Netherlands. 
The intention all through is to aid a collector in the 
identification of makers, or at least the place of origin. 
It spans in pictures and text everything from rare, odd 
examples to the most common of antique types, the 
Frisian Staartkloks. In the text are many historical side
lights on the social and economic background of the 
industry, as it was related to the flow of Netherlands 
trade, domestic and foreign. 

Some grandfather-type clocks found in the American 
Colonies in the 18th century may have been of the long-
case type produced in profusion in Amsterdam. Home 
furnishing inventories cited by Gertrude Lefferts Van-
derbilt in "The Social History of Flatbush" included 
standing clocks. Cheaper French mantel clocks drove 
into decline the Amsterdam industry, as Dr. Sellink in
dicates, discussing swings in prosperity. 

Though our own collectors hunt down the grand
father clocks of 1760-178 0 from Lancaster, Pa., some 
would find of great interest the mechanical marvels of 
an earlier period from Holland, the creations of amazing 
artistry. 

While the book has no rear index, it does have a bibli
ography of some 3 0 titles and a full-page map of 
Holland showing major areas and towns, for aid in 
tracing clock sources. [C.H.] 

[3 ] 



Branch Meetings: 
OLD B E R G E N N A M E S Q U A C K E N B U S H . — 

James E. Quackenbush was unanimously voted a fourth 
term as president at a dinner meeting attended by 31 
members and male guests at Cervino's Brick House Inn, 
Wvckoff, N.J. , Wednesday, April 24. To serve with him 
the group chose William D. Blauvelt, Jr. and Peter D. 
Talman, vice-presidents; re-elected John C. Van Riper, 
secretary, and Ralph D. Terhune, treasurer; and named 
a IS-man advisory board. Mr. Quackenbush presided. 

After a congenial social hour the proceedings began 
with invocation by Associate Domine Louis O. Spring
steen. During dinner Mr. Quackenbush presented 
Trustee Vander Veer from Syosset, L.I., Essex-Morris 
Counties Branch President Daniel S. Van Riper, and 
Albert A. Van Blarcom, president from 1948-52 of the 
former Passaic County Branch. The chairman also 
cordially introduced a new member, Bruce Storms, and 
the guests present: Ronald Cyr, Mark Lydecker, Jurian 
W. Van Riper and John C. Van Riper, Jr. 

The County Freeholders have yet to act on the 
Branch's suggestion to designate the tulip as Bergen's 
flower, it was reported by James S. Sutphen, who also 
said that Anthony Fokker, Dutch pioneer aircraft de
signer, was to be inducted into the aviation Hall of 
Fame at Teterboro Airport. Branch Treasurer Terhune 
reported a balance on hand of $241. The Fall dinner 
meeting would take place at High Mountain Golf Club, 
Franklin Lakes, September 19, it was announced. 

Highlights of the early history of Rockland County 
were related by the principal speaker, William H . Hand, 
of South Nyack, N.Y. He spoke about the De Wint 
House, at Tappan, built in 1700 by the Dutch colonist 
Daniel De Clark (de Klerck) but named for the De 
Wint family, its owners from 1746 to 1818. This House, 
oldest in the county and designated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1967, was Washington's headquarters in 
178 0 when he convened the board of officers which tried 
and condemned Major Andre for his role in Benedict 
Arnold's treason. The speaker, who heads the Hand 
Laboratory, at South Nyack, also narrated some of his 
experiences when, freshly graduated from Haverford 
College in 1924, he became research assistant to Thomas 
A. Edison and worked for the famous inventor for six 
eventful years. 

Others present besides those mentioned were, Samuel 
H. Ackerman, Trustee R.H. Amerman, Albert O. Bo
gert, Chester H. Bogert, Trustee F.W. Bogert, Leigh K. 
Lydecker, Jr., William L. Paulison Jr., Trustee Emeritus 
W.B. Talman, Jansen H. Van Etten, J. Harold Van 
Ness, Trustee Kendrick Van Pelt, Adrian B. Van Riper, 
L. George Van Syckle, Charles Zabriskie, Harold B. 
Zabriskie. 

MID W E S T S P R I N G L U N C H E O N . — Through 
the courtesy of Francis R. Schanck, Branch Treasurer, 
the Branch held its Spring Luncheon on May 10 at the 
Attic Club in Chicago's Loop. Branch President Lee D. 
van Antwerp, M.D., presided. Honored guests were 
Netherlands Consul General Jan W.M. van der Vossen 
and his assistant, Consul Dignus H. Visscher, recently 
transferred to Chicago from Havana, Cuba. 

All present were pleased to welcome several new mem
bers, Frederic de Peyster, M.D., Captain Robert F. Horn-
beck, USCG, and Daniel M. Schuyler. Branch Vice Pres
ident and Mrs. Henry Staats, III, invited all of the 
Branch members and their wives to a summer outing at 
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tages thereof, to encourage members to contribute to 
the Society funds, artifacts and other property, (4) the 
officers to seek professional advice on how best to pub
licize the Society, and (5) the employment of additional 
staff as circumstances require. 

The four proposals tabled for renewed consideration 
later on would have the Society, (1) conduct, starting 
in '75, a formal Banquet only on special occasions, estab
lishing instead one or more informal annual fixtures, 
(2) authorize members under 31 and over 65 to pay but 
one-half the regular dues, provided that where feasible 
each such member contribute the other one-half. 

These long-range recommendations further propose 
that the Society, (3) set up a wholly controlled "New 
Netherland Historical Society," or similarly named ex
empt organization, its members to comprise those of 
the Holland Society and other persons interested in the 
Dutch in America, and (4) acquire a desirable property 
near New Paltz, N.Y. , now available on extraordinarily 
favorable terms that would provide ample housing and 
space for expanded administration, library and staff 
besides facilities for seminars and artifacts exhibits. 
Trustees Hasbrouck and Willsey are to inquire into and 
report on this aspect. 

To stimulate interest among Branches and members 
in building up the roster, Membership Chairman Boor-
aem gained approval to try out a cash incentive plan. 
By this procedure each Branch furnishing one or more 
applicants later duly elected will receive $10 per new 
member, whereas an individual member so acting and 
with like result is to get $5 each. Letters on this topic, 
and a "k i t " on how to enlist members, are to be sent 
Branch presidents and the membership. 

With a view to seeking out younger members in co
operation with the Membership committee, the board 
agreed to a modestly funded program headed by W. 
Wells Van Pelt of the Burgher Guard. The trustees also 
conformed By Law Art . 1(5) with office practice. 

Moving to supply the Society with urgently needed 
skills, the trustees engaged the services part-time of a 
genealogist, Mrs. Clare McVickar Ward of South Nyack, 
N.Y., and of a librarian, Louis Duermyer of Staten 
Island. In other actions the board elected Trustees Boor-
aem and Vander Veer as Executive committeemen, and 
approved awards of the Burgher Guard Medal to Domine 
Hagcman and James E. Quackenbush. 

Of the recently published van Laer books, 175 sets 
have been sold to date, said Trustee de Groff, who also 
reported translation work in progress on other New 
Netherland records. Chairman Houghtaling of the Bi
centennial committee outlined plans being considered for 
a History Seminar on "The Dutch and the Revolution" 
at the Institute on Man and Science upstate in '76. 

Those reporting in behalf of the Branches were, 
Adrian T. Bogart Jr., Long Island; James E. Quacken
bush, Old Bergen County; Trustee Schuyler, U.S. Army; 
Trustee van Dyke, New York County; Col. Ralph E. 
Vandervort Jr., Potomac; Trustee Willsey, Connecticut, 
and Robert W. Zabriskie, Essex-Morris Counties. 

New members elected included the following: 
WILLIAM JEFFREY COLE. Phoenix. Ariz. 
ALAN CLEGG DEMAREST. Succasunna, N.J. 
FREDERIC! AUGUSTUS DE PEYSTER, M.D.. 

Winnetka, 111. 
DANIEL MERRICK SCHUYLER. Kenilworth, 111. 
DANIEL DUCLOS VAN MATER. Jr.. Columbus. N.J. 
RICHARD HENRY WINNE, Mechanicville, N.Y. 
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HOLD 34th ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE 
The Society's 34th Annual Memorial Church Service 

took place in the Nor th Reformed Church, Newark, 
N.J . , Sunday morning, April 28. Domine Howard G. 
Hageman, pastor of the church for 28 years until his 
election as president of the New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary a year ago, officiated. 

During the service the names of 27 members who died 
in the preceding 12-month period were read. Dr. Hage-
man's sermon was based on an incident related at St. 
John 21 : 3-4 and lyrically illumined by Francis Thomp
son's poem "The Kingdom of God." The biblical les
son, the Domine pointed out, is that when the shining 
glory of Easter seems to fade after weeks of life's ordi
nary frustrations, its marvellous restorative power will 
nevertheless come home to us when least expected if we 
but recognize and accept what our Christian faith offers. 

Following the service an informal reception and coffee 
hour was held in the Lecture Room. 

B R A N C H M E E T I N G S 
(Continued from preceding page) 

their home in Deerfield, 111., at a date to be announced 
later. This invitation was accepted with enthusiasm. 

It was decided that the fall dinner should celebrate 
the Branch's 20th anniversary which was created by 
action of the Trustees on October 14, 19 54. The new 
Metropolitan Club to be located on the 70th floor of 
the new Sears Tower was suggested as a possible location 
for the dinner. 

Others attending the luncheon were Alan M. Deyoe, 
Ar thur J. Heyer, William L. Ostrander, Robert R. 
Schenck, M.D., and Elmer B. Vliet. 

ULSTER D I N E S A T KINGSTON.—Members and 
guests gathered to hear Bicentennial goals discussed by 
Herbert Cutler, Curator of the Senate House Museum 
in Kingston, at the annual Spring dinner meeting held 
at Governor Clinton Hotel, Kingston, N.Y. , Saturday, 
May 11. Others present who spoke briefly were Society 
Secretary Hopper and Trustee Hasbrouck. Branch Pres
ident David T. Brink presided. 

After a sociable reception the assemblage enjoyed a 
bountiful dinner, and as coffee was served Mr. Brink 
introduced the principal speaker. Mr. Cutler, who chairs 
the Kingston Bicentennial Commission, said parades and 
other spectacles have their place but that the '76 celebra
tion ought to stress programs producing more lasting 
public benefits, such as preservation and restoration of 
historic buildings. 

Other groups like the Holland Society should partic
ipate, too, he said. While the Louw-Bogardus House 
(c.1690) in Kingston has fallen into ruin, aggressive 
efforts by interested persons and groups constitute the 
only way to save what is left. Secretary Hopper and 
Trustee Hasbrouck spoke approvingly of the importance 
of preserving for future generations houses and artifacts 
of historic value. 

Those in attendance were, Mr. and Mrs. D.T. Brink, 
Mr. and Mrs. Huber t Brink, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Joel B. 
Brink, Mr. and Mrs. Addison Crowell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold W. Delamater, Robert Demarest, Dr. Virgil B. 
DeWitt , Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Deyo, Alfred Has
brouck, Trustee and Mrs. K.E. Hasbrouck, Secretary 
and Mrs. D.T. Hopper, and Andrew Snyder. 

C O N N E C T I C U T H E A R S C O N S U L . — With So
ciety President Van Schaick present, and their number 
augmented by Netherlands Consul General W.S.J. Cam-

(Continued on Page 10) 

Dutch Clocks, Inside and Out 
D U T C H A N T I Q U E DOMESTIC CLOCKS. By Dr. J.L. Sellink 

(Bronxville, N.Y. : Clock Trade Enterprises, 1973) . 
Pp.368. $36. 

This handsome volume, with pages nearly the size of 
a letterhead, printed in the Netherlands but with text 
and captions entirely in English, should help make an 
expert of any antiques collector eager to know the best 
examples of Holland's early clockmakers. Covering the 
period 1670-1870, it is beautifully illustrated with over 
four hundred black and white photos, many in remark
able detail. 

While it is primarily a technical work for museum 
curators and other collectors, the book will stimulate 
any reader intent on enjoying antique clocks as works 
of art. The author strives to make out a strong case 
for the high value of the best clocks. "There are many 
more paintings by Rembrandt in circulation," he asserts, 
" than Hague clocks by Johannes van Ceulen or Pieter 
Visbach." He believes therefore that the prices paid for 
some unique clocks of the 17th century are preposter
ously low. 

After all, the design and origin of many of them are 
related historically to the patent for a pendulum move
ment granted in 1657 to Christian Huygens. This 
lawyer, instrument maker and astronomer was then 27. 
Only after his revolutionary invention in clock move
ments, says Dr. Sellink, did the production of Dutch 
clocks flourish. Early in his discussion he includes a 
warning note for the tyro on how costly is lack of 
knowledge: "Sooner or later he will discover that ap
proximately four out of every five clocks on the market 
are partial or complete fakes." 

The primary purpose of this elaborate work is attained 
(1) by giving numerous detailed photos of each clock 
discussed, showing design and construction, the entire 
movement, decoration, carving, dial, bell, pendulum, 
automata and other features; (2) by covering all types 
of clocks and their variations, and (3) by illustrating for 
comparision similar types made outside the Netherlands. 
The intention all through is to aid a collector in the 
identification of makers, or at least the place of origin. 
It spans in pictures and text everything from rare, odd 
examples to the most common of antique types, the 
Frisian Staartkloks. In the text are many historical side
lights on the social and economic background of the 
industry, as it was related to the flow of Netherlands 
trade, domestic and foreign. 

Some grandfather-type clocks found in the American 
Colonies in the 18 th century may have been of the long-
case type produced in profusion in Amsterdam. Home 
furnishing inventories cited by Gertrude Lefferts Van-
derbilt in "The Social History of Flatbush" included 
standing clocks. Cheaper French mantel clocks drove 
into decline the Amsterdam industry, as Dr. Sellink in
dicates, discussing swings in prosperity. 

Though our own collectors hunt down the grand
father clocks of 1760-1780 from Lancaster, Pa., some 
would find of great interest the mechanical marvels of 
an earlier period from Holland, the creations of amazing 
artistry. 

While the book has no rear index, it does have a bibli
ography of some 3 0 titles and a full-page map of 
Holland showing major areas and towns, for aid in 
tracing clock sources. [C.H.] 
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HERE AND THERE 
Stanley L. Van Rensselaer in April was appointed 

to a second seven-year term as Chairman of the New 
York State Crime Victims Compensation Board, which 
he has headed since its inception in 1967. 

Robert Van Winkle , former mayor of Rutherford, 
N.J., has been named chairman, and Richard H. Amer-
man a member, of the borough's Bicentennial Committee. 

Elmer B. Staats, Comptroller General of the U.S., 
was pictured in The New York Times of April 3 as he 
testified on the subject of Export-Import Bank loans 
before a Senate Banking subcommittee hearing in Wash
ington, D.C. 

James E. Quackenbush, a partner in the firm of 
Malesardi, Quackenbush, Swift & Co., CPA's of Engle-
wood, N.J. , has been appointed to a three year term on 
the Publications Committee of the National Association 
of Accountants. 

John H. Vander Veer represented at the Society at 
the first annual meeting of the Municipal Historians 
Association-Zone IV which was held in conjunction 
with National Historic Preservation Week at the Nassau 
County Museum, Syosset, L.I., May 4. 

John E. Van Vliet's second son, Ens. James A. Van 
Vliet, USN, of Charleston, S.C., a graduate of the Naval 
Academy with the class of '72, is on active duty in the 
Mediterranean aboard the submarine Lcuis and Clark. 

Theodore L. V a n Winkle , New Jersey lawyer, is 
serving his 14th year as treasurer of the Association of 
Friends of the Free Public Library of Rutherford, N.J . 

Sedgwick Snedeker, associated since 19S0 with the 
law firm of Shearman & Sterling in downtown Manhat
tan, and formerly a member of Snedeker & Snedeker, 
of Brooklyn, retired last Spring after practicing law in 
this city for 3 8 years. 

Rev. Dr. Howard G. Hageman , president of New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary and Domine of the 
Society, delivered the dedicatory sermon when the Sec
ond Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, Mich., dedicated 
its new church building in April. 

Albert O. Bogert served as honorary chairman for the 
S Oth anniversary banquet of the Ridgewood, N.J . , Ro
tary Club, of which he is the sole charter member, that 
took place in Hackensack, May 23, with H.J . Bennett, 
past president of Rotary International in Great Britain 
and Ireland, as the featured speaker. 

Preston L. Sutphen, Jr. was saddened by the death 
of his father, a retired vice-president of the Electric 
Boat Company (since 1952 a division of General Dy
namics Corp.) and during World War II general man
ager of the company's Elco Works, Bayonne, N.J . , which 
produced PT boats for combat service; at Delray Beach, 
Fla., May 8, in his 76th year. 

Earle H . Houghta l ing, Jr., who with Mrs. Hough-
taling and their children enjoyed a two-week sojourn 
on the Caribbean island of Tobago in March, has been 
elected to the United Nations Association of New York 
board of directors, on which former Trustee James H . 
Blauvelt has served for the past 10 years. 

John F. Marsellus, Syracuse, N.Y., business executive 
and sportsman, was recently named vice-president for 
the North Atlantic Region of Ducks Unlimited, of 
which he is a trustee and executive committee member. 
Mr. Marsellus is to have charge of 3 1 chapters in New 
York and New England of the national organization, 
which has nearly 100,000 members, and has, since its 

WITH MEMBERS 
founding in 1937, built over 1200 projects to preserve 
and maintain the waterfowl breeding habitat in Canada 
where over 70 percent of all waterfowl on this con
tinent originate. 

Wal t e r Cronkite 's address as Medalist at the Society's 
8 9th Annual Banquet last November, and various as
pects of his distinguished career, was the subject of a 
sparkling feature article in the June issue of Holland 
Herald, the lively Dutch periodical published in English 
at Amsterdam. 

Gerri t W . Van Schaick, President of the Society, on 
April 3 0 retired as Director, Transportation and Dis
tribution Division, of the American Cyanamid Co., of 
Wayne, N.J . , with which he was associated for the past 
26 years following his military service during World 
War II as Major, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army. 

Dr . Joseph M . A . H . Luns, Secretary General of 
N A T O , former Netherlands Foreign Minister, and the 
Society's Medalist in January 1972, was presented with 
the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree by Hope 
College, at Holland, Mich., May 24. 

H e n r y Fonda's widely acclaimed ^ performance in 
"Clarence Darrow" is to be presented as a 90-minute 
special over NBC-TV, September 4. As adapted to that 
medium the one-man play, of which the Broadway run 
ended prematurely because of his illness, was taped after 
it opened in Los Angeles, June 11. 

Hoba r t D. Van Deusen has been named vice-pres
ident of Chemical Bank of this city. Resident of West-
port, Conn., where he lives with his wife and three 
children, Mr. Van Deusen, a Dar tmouth graduate who 
holds the MBA degree from New York University, was 
previously senior trust officer of the bank. 

Wilfred B. T a l m a n was one of five panelists who 
joined with representatives of the Ackerman andBlauvelt 
Family Associations, and the Pascack Genealogical 
Workshop, in conducting a seminar on local and family 
history in Rockland County and adjacent areas that was 
sponsored by the Orangetown Bicentennial Committee 
and held at the Town Hall, Orangetown, N.Y. , April 19. 

Phillips G. Te rhune , Jr. has been named general 
manager of the Greenwich, Conn., office of Barlow/ 
Johnson Inc., advertising and public relations firm of 
Syracuse, N.Y. Previously vice-president of Gould & 
Associates, he and Mrs. Terhune, the former Carol M. 
Van Duyn of Glen Ridge, N.J . , live with their two 
children in Darien, Conn., where he is active in civic 
and church affairs. 

Robert R. Schenck, M.D. , of LaGrange, 111., is serv
ing in Chicago as Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Plastic Surgery at Rush Medical College and as As
sistant Attending, Department of Plastic and Or tho
pedic Surgery, and Director of Hand Surgery Service 
at Presbyterian-St. Luke's Hospital. Before removing to 
Illinois with his wife and six children to accept these 
appointments last summer, Dr. Schenck taught at Co
lumbia University while completing residencies at Pres
byterian and Roosevelt Hospitals in this city. 

W . Averell Har r iman , former U.S. Ambassador at 
Large and New York State Governor, and Medalist of 
the Society in 1969, was guest of honor and a speaker 
whose address won an ovation from an audience of more 
than 700 of his fellow Democrats at a dinner held in 
Washington, D . C , May 15. Among the luminaries pres-

(Continued on Page 12) 
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The Founding Families of New Netherland 
N o . 7. — T H E A C K E R M A N FAMILY, 

by George Olin Zabriskie, Fellow of the American Society of Genealogists. 

Writer reviews genealogical data recently 
gained by family association committee 
from records sources in U.S. and Holland. 

O N October 20, 1962 nearly two hundred descen
dants of David Ackerman and his wife Lysbeth 

Bellier who came to New Netherland almost exactly 
three hundred years before, organized "David Acker-
man Descendants—1662." The association, known as 
DAD, publishes an excellent quarterly Newsletter; con
ducts a reunion each October; holds non-profit organiza
tion status, and, of primary interest for purposes of this 
article, has a hard-working and effective Genealogical 
Committee. DAD needed one, for practically all avail
able historical accounts of the family were badly garbled. 

The committee quickly formulated objectives and be
gan work on two major projects: (1) to conduct a sys
tematic item-by-item study of all known or identifiable 
records of individual family units in the lines of descent 
from David and Lysbeth; this project continues to rec
tify many errors in earlier studies of the family; and 
(2) to investigate and evaluate all records in Europe 
for accurate information about the migrating family 
and its paternal and maternal ancestries. A member of 
D A D living in the Netherlands made an excellent first-
blush study of records pertaining to the family before 
it came to America. 

Next , the present writer was asked to serve as con
sultant to the committee and to coordinate further re
search in early New York sources and in Europe. The 
European researches have been carried on in three ways: 
(1) by personal search in the area of Nor th Brabant 
from which the Ackerman family came to New Neth
erland; (2) by a personal examination of pertinent 
European records on microfilm in the Genealogical Li
brary in Salt Lake City, and by commissioning addi
tional research there by Hendrik O. Slok, a transplanted 
Dutchman and expert researcher; and (3) by commis
sioning specific additional inquiries in the Netherlands 
by the Contract! Bureau t'oor Genealogie, of The Hague 
(hereafter referred to as Centraal Bureau) , a federal 
agency of that country and noted for the meticulous 
accuracy of its work. 

The association is preparing the publication draft of 
a family history. Based on results of the two research 
projects, it will cover the European background and the 
early generations of the family in America. Corrected 
accounts of more recent family units are used by D A D 
to locate and enlist present-day descendants of David 
and Lysbeth with minimum effort on the part of the 
enrollees. 

A c k e r m a n (Akkerman) is a Germanic name meaning 
a "husbandman, or ploughman." In the 17th Century 
many families with this surname lived in the Germanic 
language areas of Europe where fixed surnames were 
used, in contrast to the Dutch and Scandinavian regions 
where a system of patronymics changed surnames each 
generation. 

Relationships among the numerous and widely spread 
Ackerman families cannot be assumed without syste-

A biographical note about MR. ZABRISKIE appeared in the 
April 1974 issue of de Halve Maen at Page 7. 

matic research; they must be established from person to 
person, and from locality to locality. Relationship to 
an Ackerman family with a printed history, or to all 
Ackermans in the same locality can be established only 
by documentary evidence from European archives. The 
same is true of the national origin of a specific Acker
man family unit and its right to use a European Acker
man coat of arms. 

This article will discuss some of the information ob
tained during DAD's recent searches in European and 
early American records. Not all the information hoped 
for was located, but enough was found to destroy the 
credibility of previously prepared accounts of the fam
ily, including its European ancestry.1"" 

While a precise birthdate for the colonist David Acker
man still remains to be documented, the Centraal Bu
reau on March 17, 1971 reported that "According to 
the 's-Hertogenbosch registers of marriage, David was 
born at Oss." At the time of his marriage (1641) the 
village of Oss, or Osch, was in the Quarter of Maasland 
of the Meijerij or bailiwick of 's-Hertogenbosch (also 
called Den Bosch, and known as Bois le Due in French) , 
present capital of Nor th Brabant province of the Neth
erlands. Oss is a short distance northeast of Den Bosch 
and today is the principal village in a municipality of 
the same name. 

The Centraal Bureau made no estimate of the time 
of David's birth. However, it is known that in 1641 
he married a young woman who had been baptized in 
1616. Based on statistical studies which indicate that 
the average bridegroom is three or four years older 
than the average bride, it is assumed that David was 
born in 1612 or 1613. 

When the Twelve Year Truce in the long war be
tween Spain and the Netherlands began in 1609, Oss 
was a few miles south of the border between the Dutch 
Republic and the Spanish Netherlands, and apparently 
remained under Spanish control until after fighting was 
resumed in 1621. If so, 1612 or 1613 may possibly be 
objected to as being too early for the birth of a Re
formed Flemish child in Oss. 

During the period under discussion most persons in 
the Netherlands, when announcing their intention to 
marry, were asked, "where were you born?" and "where 
do you now reside?" But under certain circumstances 
concerning proclamations of banns the questions be
came, "where do you now live?" and "where did you 
last live before tha t?" Thus the marriage records which 
follow may have meant not that David was born at 
Oss but had lived there before moving to Den Bosch. 

Despite these considerations, the assumption that Da
vid was born in Oss about 1612 or 1613 seems to be the 
only logical one that can be made in the absence of 
evidence substantiating the time and place of his birth. 

1 he marriage intention of David and Lysbeth was re
corded in the civil register for military personnel at Den 
Bosch on August 31, 1641, as follows: 

Davidt Ackerman, ;'. in. van Os wonende den de pln-
apelsc poorte (Pinecone Ga te ) , met Lysbetken Bellier, 
/. d. van Dordrecht wonende in de Hintermerstraat. 

*Footnotes begin on Page 6. 
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Their request for proclamation of banns was entered 
in the register oi the Groote Kerk at Den Bosch, with
out date but probably also on August 3 1, as follows: 

Davidt Ackerman, /. in. ran Os, uotiende aen de 
pijnappelse poor/, ge assist met Janneke Ackermans 
sijnen moeder (parental consent given by his mother) 
met Lijsbetken Bellier, /. d. ran Dordtrecht wonende 
indc Hinkemerstraat gc assist met Abram ran Wars, 
haere swager iclaret he/ consent ran haer moeder 
(parental consent given by her unnamed mother, 
through her brother-in-law Abram van Waes) . 
A marginal note to the above entry, dated September 

16, 1641, reads: Acte gegeven om tc mogen trouuen 
(permission given to marry at a location not named in 
the en t ry ) . Logically, this would have been the con
gregation of the bride, which in this case, was probably 
also that of her mother. However, searches in the extant 
church records of Dordrecht and several other localities 
failed to locate the marriage entry. 

From the foregoing documentary evidence we con
clude that David and Lysbeth were married on Septem
ber 16, 1641 or shortly thereafter at an undetermined 
place. 

I n the process of developing information about the 
ancestry of David Ackerman, the Centraal Bureau on 
March 15, 1971 reported that it had searched the only 
available early records of Oss. These were "the judicial 
records, viz: the registers of land transfers, testaments, 
etc. over the period from 162 5 to 1650." The report 
went on to state: 

Although we did not find David Ackerman men
tioned by name, a number of deeds referring to an 
Ackerman family of Oss were noted. We are pretty 
sure that David Ackerman belonged to this family. 
Probably he was a son of Laurens Hendricksz. Acker
man mentioned several times . . . [in the hundreds of 
pages of records searched], all written in old script, 
which is difficult and tedious job. 
Entries of interest: 

1. May 5, 1626. Laurenys Henricxsz. Ackermans trans
fers a house with garden and land on the Heuvel (the 
Hi l l ) , which he bought ". . . on May 30, 1620 . . ." 
2. October 29, 1638. Laurens Ackermans, having power 
of proxy from Maria Symonsdr. Rovers, spinster, and 
Jan Ackermans, citizen of Antwerp, having power of 
proxy from Jan Rovers, brother of Maria, and of Guil-
liaem Rovers, also her brother, transfer a lot of land. 
3. March 4, 1639. Laureijns Henricxz. Ackerman, by 
proxy as before, and Jan Ackerman, ditto, transfer a lot 
of land. (This is the last recorded activity of Laurens 
found in the judicial records of Oss.) 

These recorded facts indicate that Laurens Ackerman, 

'Published accounts of the Ackerman Family: James 
Riker. History of Harlem, New York (New York, 1881), 
footnote, pp. 559-560; (Revised Edition. New York, 1904), 
pp. 696-697. No sources given; contains several errors that 
have continued. Kathlyne Knickerbacker Viele. The Acker
man Family From Rerlicum in North Brabant (In typescript, 
Albany, 1922). Material about European ancestry based on 
materials prepared by Louis De Boer. Louis P. De Boer, 
History of the Ackerman Family in the Netherlands and in 
America (In typescript, Atlanta, 1921). Based on research 
during the years 1914-20 commissioned by Mrs. George 
Breitenbucher of Atlanta. Ga. Louis P. De Boer, "Pre-Amer-
ican Notes on Old New Netherland Families — Ackerman". 
Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey, I, No. 1 (July 1925). 
pp. 8-L5. Herbert Stewart Ackerman, Descendants of David 
Ackerman of 1662 (In typescript, Ridgewood. N. ]., 1944: 
revised, 1955). 

Jan Ackerman, citizen of Antwerp, and the deceased 
mother of the Rovers children were related. Probably 
they were heirs of the former owner of the land trans
feree! by them, and possibly were siblings. 
4. August 26, 1639. Dierick Laurijns Ackermans trans
fers a house with garden and yard at Oss, which he had 
obtained from Anthonis Ermerts, to Huyber t , son of 
Delis Hendricxsz. 
5. June 26, 1640 (marginal note to above e n t r y ) . Ad-
riaen Laureyns Ackermans, having older rights protests 
against this sale and obtains the house -in question. 
6. June 1, 1641. Adriaen son of Laureijns Ackermans 
transfers to his brother Dierck Laureijns Ackermans the 
house with garden and yard obtained from Huyber t 
Delis Henricx. 
7. June 1, 1641 (same date) . Dierck Laureijns Acker
mans transfers the same house to Gerit Claessen van 
Berchem. 
8. February 3, 1646. A "transfer of a house with yard 
and orchard situated near the church with one side bor
dering upon the heirs of the late Laureijns Ackermans." 

Laurens Ackerman was in Oss as early as May 3 0, 
1620 and was still living there on March 4, 1639. He 
died before David's marriage intentions were recorded 
on August 3 1, 1641. Entries 4, 5, and 6 lead to a prob
able conclusion that Laurens died before August 26, 
163 9. Entry 8 provides positive proof of Laurens' death 
and shows that a final distribution of his estate had not 
yet been made. 

In a report dated August 18, 1972 the Centraal 
Bureau advised that it had searched the archives of 
the 's-Hertogenbosch Classis of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, and also had extended the search in the judicial 
records of Oss from 162 5 back to 1615, and from 16 5 0 
forward to 1657, with negative results. With small 
hopes of finding additional worthwhile information, the 
Centraal Bureau offered to cancel the D A D research or
der and refund the remaining funds. The D A D Gene
alogical Committee accepted this offer and the Bureau 
discontinued its investigation about October 1, 1972. 

.F rom the foregoing data we can derive no positive 
knowledge about David Ackerman's paternal grand
parents, except that his grandfather probably was Hen-
drick Ackerman who may have lived at Oss. Nor can 
we determine with certainty the identity of David's 
father, although it seems likely that he was Laurens 
Flendricksz. Ackerman and probably died there between 
March 4 and August 26, 1639. 

As to David's maternal grandparents the investiga
tion disclosed no information. Regarding his mother the 
only fact to emerge was her given name, recorded as 
Jannekc Ackermans when she gave her parental consent 
to his marriage in 1641. Janneke probably was living 
at Den Bosch, or Oss, at that time. It is possible that 
as Janneken Segers, under her maiden name or remar
ried surname, she witnessed the baptism of David's son 
Johannes at Den Bosch in 1645. The given name Jan
neke is the equivalent of Jannetje in Dutch, and Jane in 
English; but in the hybrid Dutch-Flemish dialect of 
the Den Bosch area, Janneke is also the equivalent of 
Annatje in Dutch, and Anna, Hannah, and Johanna in 
English. 

Factual information also is lacking for Ackerman 
uncles and aunts, although "possibles" in this category 
are Jan Ackerman, "citizen of Antwerp," and the wife 
of Symon Rovers. Nor can we say that David's brothers 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC HIGHLIGHTS OF '73 TRIP TO HOLLAND 
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OTHER SCENES FROM LAST YEAR'S VISIT TO PATRIA 

V I S I T D E L F T POTTERY WORKS.—Pho tograph shows Mr. 
and Mrs. Stanley L. Van Rensselaer inspecting tiles dis
played at 320-year-old "De Porceleyne Pies," May 3. 

RECEPTION- AT T H E HAGUE.—Photo shows (I tor.): Dr. H.O. Voorhis, 
Dr. and Mrs. J.R. Voorhis, Ambassador Middendorf, Mrs. H.O. Voorhis 
Mrs. P.A. Voorhis, Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Voorhees. Seated: P.A. Voorhis' 

IN M A A S T R I C H T S T A D H U I S . — "Post-tour" group relishes hospitality 
of Burgomaster Baeten and other officials at reception, May 11 in 
ancient city liberated by American forces during World War' II 

EMBARK ON M O T O R L A U N C H E S . — T r i p p e r s leave hotel 
to board craft in Singel for trip through canals as 
guests of City of Amsterdam, early evening of May 18. 

AMSTERDAM C A N A L S C R U I S E . — G r o u p spends pleasant 
hour on waterways en route to farewell dinner. In 
front: the ].H. Van Nesses and R.E. Van Kleeck 

£ , ? LHOT,o A M S T E L T " S c e n e •» elegant dining hall of renowned 
hostelry, May 18, as travel party gives banquet in honor of Dutch 
Hosts and others who contributed to notable success of trip 
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A 19th Century Douw of Albany, New York 
by Dorothy van Breestede Douw Roberts McNeilly, Student of Family History, of Chatham, N.J. 

Details given about career in business 
of Volckert P. Douw, fifth generation 
descendant of well-known upstate family. 

FROM records which have survived for well over a 
century, Volckert Peter Douw (1790-1869) , a 

fifth generation descendant of the Dutch colonist Volc
kert Janszen Douw, appears as a substantial citizen of 
Albany, an inheritor of the Douw acumen for business 
and meticulousness in conducting his affairs.'"" 

Named for his grandfather, who had been vice-pres
ident of the New York Provincial Congress and was 
later an Albany judge and State Senator, Volckert P. 
Douw during his career exemplified the qualities which 
through successive generations had enabled the family 
— with helpmeets surnamed Van Breestede, Quacken-
bush, Van Rensselaer, de Peyster and Beekman — to 
prosper from the time its progenitor came from Holland 
to Fort Orange in 163 8. Volckert's father, Johannes de 
Peyster Douw (175 6-1835) , was a Yale graduate who 
in his lifetime acquired extensive interests in banking, 
transportation and real estate besides serving as an alder
man of Albany and county surrogate. 

J. o what degree this Volckert participated in civic 
matters, or if he did, is not revealed in available papers. 
According to his Land Book, his real estate transactions 
were extensive and involved property well beyond the 
limits of the city, from farms to timberlands in the 
Adirondacks, a few of which he held jointly with rel
atives. As early as 1813 his managerial skill was ap
parent when he gave detailed instructions for renovating 
a house in Otsego County, the forerunner of similar 
directives he dispatched later in his career. 

As is the case with owners of real estate, he frequently 
had difficulty collecting rents and interest on mortgages, 
and in such instances applied necessary forcefulness, but 
if a situation warranted he showed understanding and 
compassion. A number of letters to agents concerned 
illegal cutt ing of timber on his lands with suggestions 
of ways to handle the culprits. An example of land 
value in Albany in 183 1 is illustrated by a letter from 
Douw to V. P. Van Rensselaer asking the latter's advice 
about selling a strip "on the west side of the Bement 
house which Messrs. Russell wish to purchase as they 
intend to build, and its worth is $200 a foot." Van 
Rensselaer must have replied in the affirmative, for the 
sale took place a month later and at that price. 

There were instances of Douw lending money not 
only for mortgages but to accommodate a relative or 
friend. One loan to P.V. Hoffman of "$15 cash" finally 
elicited the reminder that "this small affair may have 
escaped your recollection," with the request that pay
ment be made to "Captain Austin on board Sloop Jane, 
Lents basin." 

Douw's interest in horticulture had greater scope than 
his seed and garden tools store, for on July 20, 183 5 
he wrote to his half-brother, John de Peyster Douw, 
who was in Paris: "Notice particularly all agricultural 
and horticultural improvements —• conveniences; . . . 
and note the present style of gardens, landscape gardens 
and rural embellishments." 

During the fall of 1841 he forwarded an order to 
A. J. Downing, Esq., for pear, cherry and plum trees, 

•Footnotes appear on Page 10. 

new red Antwerp raspberries and "3 Madeira nut and 
3 Spanish chestnut trees," and added, "Can you refer 
me to any person who undertakes laying out grounds 
and will condescend to move in a small sphere? Your 
H. Servt, V.P. Douw." The addressee of this commu
nication, Andrew Jackson Downing (1815-18 52) , an 
American taste-maker of the period, was the author of 
a popular "Treatise on the Theory and Practice of 
Landscape Gardening Adapted to Nor th America, with 
a view to the Improvement of Country Residences . . . 
with remarks on Rural Architecture"; a paperback 
facsimile of the original was issued by Funk & Wagnalls 
in 1967 due to revived interest in Downing. 

V olckert P. Douw assumed great responsibility for his 
half-brother, John de Peyster Douw, Jr., born when he 
was 22 and their father 5 6, and exerted surrogate pa
ternal authority in many matters. As Volckert remained 
a bachelor until he was 44 years old, it was perhaps 
easier to keep tabs on the growing youth and offer 
guidance than if he had been a family man. When de 
Peyster (as he was always called) was 2 0, his brother 
arranged for him to be employed by Francis Saltus in 
New York, writing the latter in October 1832 that 
"my brother will be happy to embrace the opportunity 
of procuring so good a situation as your friendship 
offers . . . Having made some progress in french, Father 
is anxious he should acquire the language which he 
thinks can be best accomplished by boarding him in a 
french family . . . Please give me your ideas as to the 
most suitable place for boarding with particular ref
erence to Morals & manners." 

The next month he again wrote Saltus confirming 
the arrangement and added that "such information as 
you shall give him and the facilities you may render 
him in acquiring a perfect knowledge of business will 
be considered a full compensation for his services during 
continuance with you." However, de Peyster was ev
idently not enchanted with the opportunities to be ob
tained at Saltus & Co. for he left their employ after two 
weeks. 

When the younger brother had gone to Europe in 
183 5 he was counselled and cautioned by Volckert who 
wrote him on July 2 0, "care of Wells & Co., Paris — 
Politeness of Dr. H u n , " to heed "Mr. Franchot's2 obser
vation. Each city is the epitome of each country, view 
therefore the beauties and defects of each and treasure 
up all worth retaining. Keep a full journal, be indus
trious and devote your time to improvement rather than 
pleasure — embrace every opportunity of seeing and 
learning that you may not hereafter regret your lost 
advantages." 

GUEST AUTHOR.- -Descended from several Dutch colonial 
families. Mrs. McNeilly. a native New Yorker, grew up in 
Ridgewood. N. J., and attended Connecticut College for 
Women. Married and the mother of two grown children 
(and grandmother of one), she has been long active in com
munity affairs and belongs to several historical organizations, 
currently serving as an officer of the Chatham Historical 
Society. Of major interest is research into family records 
and the voluminous papers left by her grandmother. Mrs. 
Mary Lanman Douw Ferris, poet and writer on Dutch 
colonial history and related subjects." This congenial pursuit 
aided Mrs. McNeilly in collaborating with her uncle, Morris 
Douw Ferris, retired New York lawyer, of Lawrence, L. I., 
to write The Douws of Albany, an admirable study in family 
history which was privately printed last year. 
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Financial advice was freely offered, and investing 
suggestions frequently submitted. A postscript to a 
communication regarding the purchase of Delaware & 
Hudson Canal Company stock stated, "I find Saturday 
the best day for purchasing. Stocks are more depressed 
on that day then any other." 

Volcker t corresponded regularly with this brother, al
most co the day of his death in 1869. His letters told of 
family news, and discussed politics and his view of the 
state of the nation. One excerpt from a communication 
dated February 23, 1862 was proof that Albany was not 
provincial back country when he wrote: "We attended 
a concert by Gottschalk and Patti3 last night and I had 
the best musical treat since Jennie Lind's appearance." 
Household problems evoked this comment: "Hard time 
with domestics. The mother of our waitress died and 
she had to leave. Our substitute for cook, being re
fractory she too is off. Of all inventions a machine for 
Housekeeping and cooking would surpass all ingenious 
creations and give housekeepers comfort and peace; and 
let some barbarians we call 'help' feed and lodge them
selves. A Pacent Cook would be the greatest civilizer 
out." 

Douw had very intense feelings about the circum
stances which resulted in the Civil War, and during the 
conflict his letters expressed patent approval of the 
Union's position. On July 6, 1862 he chided de Peyster 
thusly: "Your Po' air is too much contaminated with 
Copper.' You must consort with True Union men and 
get braced up to the right tone. Never give up the 
true cause. We have too many squaws, cacklers and 
half secessionists among us for the good of the country." 
When his eldest son, Captain John de Peyster Douw, 
died from wounds suffered at the Battle of Cedar Creek, 
his feelings must have been bitter, indeed, but letters 
written several months later made no reference to the 
tragedy. 

Volckert's wife, whom he married on June 2, 18 34, 
was Helen Franchot, of Butternutts, N.Y., daughter of 
Pascal Franchot, a French emigre, and they had eight 
children. They divided their time between Albany and 
Wolvenhoeck, a "handsome country seat which they 
had erected after the original house there had been torn 
down."" 

'Detailed information concerning the family's 1 7th century 
Dutch origins and development in this country is set out in 
The Dnu;v\ of Albany (privately printed. 1973), by Morris 
Douw Ferris and the author. 

"'Volckert's father-in-law. 
'Louis Moreau Gottschalk (1829-1869), American com

poser and pianist, and Adeline Patti (1843-1919), color
atura soprano. 

'Poughkeepsie. 
'Copperheads: Northern Democrats, also known as Peace 

Democrats, who advocated peace with the Confederate 
States. 

"Annals of the Van Rensselaers, by Rev. Maunsell Van 
Rensselaer, p. 194. 

BERGEN JURIST BEQUEATHED CLOCK 
Regarding the book on Dutch clocks reviewed in 

this issue, it is to be noted that beginning in colonial 
times such articles were often the subject of specific 
bequests. Thus Judge Garret Durie, who presided over 
the Bergen County Court of Common Pleas for three 
terms, had this provision in his will when he died in 
1822: "Item, I give and bequeath unto my said daughter 
Levinah and her heirs and assigns forever my eight-day 
clock which 1 value at S50." 

BRANCH MEETINGS 
(Continued from Page 3) 

pagne, Deputy Consul General Kuypers and other guests 
and members who sailed over from Oyster Bay on ves
sels skippered by Julian K. Roosevelt, John H . Vander 
Veer and Robert D. Nostrand, the Branch conducted a 
gala luncheon at Riverside, Conn., Yacht Club, Satur
day, May 2S. Branch President Carl A. Willsey presided. 

In his warmly applauded speech, which followed a 
social hour and luncheon served the assemblage at tables 
decorated with flowers of traditional Dutch hues, Mr. 
Campagne spoke on contemporary aspects of life in Hol
land. His address, to be published in the next issue, 
described how the Dutch economy had been restructured 
since World War II, and told of the importance at
tached to improving the quality of life and to the prin
ciple of interdependence among nations. 

Afterward, with the assistance of Trustee Booraem, 
two color-sound films provided by KLM Royal Dutch 
Airlines — "Holland Heartbeat" and "A Country for 
My Son" — were shown to the audience. 

Those present were, Mr. and Mrs. James F. Ackerman, 
Alan G. Baker Jr., Mrs. A.W. Berghane, Trustee and 
Mrs. Hendrik Booraem Jr., Consul General and Mrs. 
W.S.J. Campagne, Mr. and Mrs. Harrold W. DeGroff, 
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Keator, Deputy Consul General 
and Mrs. H.G.C. Kuypers, Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Nostrand 
and their children, Carolyn and David. 

Also Andrew Onderdonk, Society Treasurer and Mrs. 
John A. Pruyn, Past President and Mrs. J.K. Roosevelt, 
Trustee and Mrs. J. Cornell Schenck, Trustee and Mrs. 
J .H. Vander Veer, Bryan Vander Veer, Trustee and Mrs. 
Charles A. Van Patten, Trustee and Mrs. Kendrick Van 
Pelt, Miss Carolyn Van Pelt, Society President and Mrs. 
Gerrit W. Van Schaick, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Voorhees, 
Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Willsey. 

ESSEX-MORRIS A T S E M I N A R Y . — President 
Howard G. Hageman of New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary and Mrs. Hageman hospitably entertained 
members and wives at dinner in their home at New 
Brunswick, N.J . , Saturday, June 1. The meeting, with 
Society President Van Schaick, Past President Hough-
taling and Branch President Van Riper in attendance, 
took place on campus of the Dutch-founded school 
which since 1784 has educated young men for the Re
formed Church ministry. 

A guided tour of the Seminary, with Domine Hage
man leading the way, familiarized all present with 
Gardner-Sage Library, the Chapel, and administrative 
offices. The group gave close attention to an exhibit of 
treasured relics, among them some original documents 
of the Dutch era, an 18th century pulpit robe, and a 
pair of silver beakers made by Nicholas Roosevelt. Of 
keen interest, too, was the card-file of alumni which 
disclosed that virtually every member present had fa
milial ties with one or more Seminary graduates. 

An informal discussion led by Mr. Van Riper, on 
ways to develop Branch programs and membership, fea
tured the dinner which followed a cocktail hour. In 
attendance, besides those mentioned, were Trustee Rich
ard H. Amerman, Roger Y. Amcrman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur B. Kouwenhoven, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick P. 
Sloat, Trustee and Mrs. Arthur R. Smock, Jr., Mr. and 
Mrs. Nicholas Stillwell, Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Van Horn, 
Trustee and Mrs. Kendrick Van Pelt, Mrs. Daniel S. 
Van Riper, Mrs. Gerrit W. Van Schaick, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert W. Zabriskie. 
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Dutch Gardens in tl 
by Ruth Johnson Piwonka, Student of 

Colonists brought to America horticul
tural skills based on heritage of garden 
practices dating back to medieval times. 

W H E N Governor Dongan in 1687 reported on con
ditions in the Province of New York, he referred 

to the flourishing countryside and went on to say, "The 
Dutch are great improvers of land." To settle the Hud
son Valley region and to clear wilderness lands for ag
riculture had been a long and arduous process. Indeed, 
it had taken the hardy pioneers the preceding 60 years, 
during and since the time of New Netherland, to create 
those productive fields and gardens. We note their af
finity for the land from the wording of early Dutch 
deeds which convey "house lot and garden . . . [wi th] 
everything that is fast by earth and nail"; and some
times in these documents we seem to glimpse the garden 
and the gardener, as when Stoffel Jansz Abeel sold land 
to Claes Jansen Stavast in 1672.1::' 

From an historical viewpoint the Dutch gardens of 
colonial times derive from the Dark Ages when monks 
kept horticulture alive along functional lines and de
veloped the principles of orderly arrangement. A mon
astery garden enclosure usually contained vegetables, 
culinary and medicinal herbs, and fruit and nut trees. 
Generally the beds of such a garden were rectangular, 
long and narrow, perpendicular to a center path. 

Another significant development came about later on 
when the Crusaders and merchants trading in the Near 
East brought home new plants, especially flowers and 
fruits, and the concept of the Persian pleasure garden. 
This type of garden symbolized a desert oasis; it was 
large and rectangular in form, quartered by streams 
which met in a central "fountain of life," with each 
quarter being devoted to specified purposes, such as flow
ers, orchards, shade trees, etc. Thus were watercourses 
and the quartered form introduced into European gar
den design." 

J.n Holland perhaps more than in any other European 
country, botanists and herbarists combined the new 
plants with those cherished in the old monasteries to 
create great gardens which served science or added to 
the beauty of life. The Dutch adaptation of monastic 
and Persian garden traditions was governed by a limited 
amount of space and by flat land. Water, abundant in 
the Netherlands, was freely and picturesquely utilized. 
The designs of Jan Vredman de Vries, published in 15 83, 
established the Dutch style of gardening which became 
influential in England and Germany.5 

If the Dutch did not borrow heavily from the Persian 
design, they did gain most from the plants. They be
came Europe's finest horticulturists, and flowers soon 
came to be knowii as a characteristic of Dutch gardens. 
It is said that the use of flowers for window gardening 
and as interior decoration originated in Holland. While 
the rest of Europe had more land to spare for woods and 
other large garden features, the Dutch created interest 
and variety in their gardens by filling them with flowers 
and bordering them with low hedges of box or rosemary. 

The gardens of the Netherlands were laid out in re
lationship to the dwelling and ancillary buildings. House 
and garden were considered an architectural unit. This 

*Footnotes appear on Page 12. 

ie Hudson Valley: I. 
Colonial History, of Kinderhook, N .Y. 

^Ilt ik • dis

courtesy of Long Island Historical Society 

Colonial adaptation of formal garden is shown in this picture 
of Stuyvesant's Bowery Mansion, at about Third Avenue 
and 10th Street, Manhattan. House bought for him in 
1661 burned down during British occupation in 1778. 

sensible principle derived from the monastic gardens and 
provided convenience and pleasure for the householder. 
Small gardens filled with flowers and other plants and 
accessories became concentrated and dense in character. 
This is called the Dutch style of gardening. 

1 he Dutch brought their garden heritage to New 
Netherland. As expressed by the horticultural historian, 
U.P. Hedrick: 

The best farmers and gardeners in the American 
colonies settled along the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers 
. . . The Dutch [in their homeland] had reclaimed 
land from the sea and from swamps and morasses, and 
had learned to manure it, to rotate crops, to grow 
cultivated grasses, to breed animals, and to preserve 
land; . . . they were the first Europeans to import Ori
ental esculents and ornamentals; they introduced most 
of the garden vegetables and sent them to England 
and America.4 

From old letters, descriptions and records it is possible 
to determine the nature of Dutch gardens in the New 
World. The "Castello Plan" of New Amsterdam in 
1660, for example, shows individual houses with gardens 
laid out in pretty patterns. These could be accurate, 
although many garden historians consider such depic
tions as merely the mapmaker's way of indicating that 
gardens were there. Early 18 th century Dutch Bibles 
contained as an illustration a map of Jerusalem bound 
within the Book of Nehemiah, Chapter 3, that showed 
the king's gardens nearly identical with those of New 
Amsterdam in appearance. 

While this suggests that the Dutch garden had be-

GUF.ST AUTHOR.—A native of Chicago and since 1969 
a resident of Kinderhook. in a region long noted for its 
associations with the early Dutch, Mrs. Piwonka received 
the bachelor's degree from DePauvv University in 1962 and 
the master of arts degree in English from the University of 
Indiana in 1964. Married to Dr. Robert W. Piwonka, a 
research neurophysiologist, and the mother of two young 
daughters, she is keenly interested in local history, herb 
gardens and historical gardening practices. Mrs. Piwonka 
serves as chairman of the Van Alen House Restoration 
Museum of the Columbia County Historical Society. This 
is her first published article. 
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come imaginatively stylized in form, one need only to 
examine prints and paintings of that time and earlier 
periods to confirm that the convention sprang from 
reality. Artists and mapmakers seldom depicted poorly 
maintained beds, weeds, or the raggedy look of a ma
tured August garden. In any case, gardens in America 
were often planned simultaneously with, and sometimes 
prior to, the dwelling. In general the colonists followed 
conventional patterns as adapted to colonial conditions, 
as is seen in the picture of Stuyvesant's house and garden 
which appears with this article. 

_/\driaen van der Donck's book, Description of New 
Nethcrland (Amsterdam, 16 5 5 ) , ' reveals farming tech
nique and shows the existence of ornamentals. The em
phasis is on produce, which would mean good eating 
and economic prosperity to the settlers. From the in
clusion of certain semi-hardy plants, it is clear that van 
der Donck based his horticultural observations on ex
perience in the lower Hudson Valley where he farmed 
his own estate at Colendonck, known also as "de Jon-
kheer's Landt," from which the present city of Yonkers 
derives its name. His wilderness descriptions are based on 
his tenure as schoitt-fiscal at Rensselaerwyck from 1641 
to 1646. He offers no horticultural information about 
the northern settlement. 

By 1650 the fruit-loving Dutch were growing various 
kinds of apple and pear, quinces, orchard cherries, Span
ish cherries, forerunners, morella cherries, peaches, more-
cotoons (a kind of peach), arpricots, several sorts of 
plum, almonds, persimmons, cornelian cherries, figs, and 
several berries in the lower Hudson area. Van der Donck 
advises that "the fruits thrive better here, particularly 
such kinds as require a warmer climate."8 

In addition, the Dutch enjoyed a great variety of 
vegetables. Among these, van der Donck points out, 
were: 

. . . various kinds of salads, cabbages, parsnips, car
rots, beets, endive, succory, finkel (fennel), sorrel, 
ddl, spinage, radishes, Spanish radishes, parsley, chervil 
(or sweet cicely), cresses, onions, leeks, and besides 
whatever is commonly found in a kitchen garden. 
The herb garden is also tolerably well supplied with 
rosemary, lavender, hyssop, thyme, sage, marjoram, 
balm, holy onion, wormwood, belury, chives, and 
clary; also pimpernel, dragon's blood, five-finger, tar
ragon (or dragon's w o r t ) , etc., together with laurel, 
artichokes, and asparagus and various other things on 
which I have bestowed no attention.7 

To this list he adds the native pumpkins, a summer 
squash, melons, gourds, and cucumbers. A variety of 

'Helen Wilkinson Reynolds, Dutch Houses in the Hudson 
Valley Before 1776 (New York: the Holland Society, 1929), 
pp.11-34. A J. F. van Laer, Early Records of Albany 
(Albany, 1916), III, p.398. 

"'H. Inigo Triggs, Garden Craft in Europe (London, 
1913) : U. P. Hedrick, A History of Horticulture in America 
(New York. 1950): Anne Leighton, Early English Garden 
in New England (London, 1970). 

'C. H. C. A. van Sypesteyn, Oud-Nederlandsche Tuinkunst 
(The Hague, 1910). 

Hedrick. op.cit., p.54. 
'Thomas F. O'Connell ed., A Description of the New 

Netherlands, bv Adriaen van der Donck (Syracuse, N Y., 
1968). 

"Ibid., pp.24-25. 
''Ibid., p.67. 
"Ibid., p.28. 
''II. W. Rickett, ed.. Botanic Garden of jane Golden, 

1724-1766 (Garden Clubs of Orange and Dutchess Counties, 
1963). 

beans are grown, interplanted with corn Indian style, 
and finally peas — a field crop. 

The Dutch admired native flowers, such as the sun
flower, and introduced eglantine rose, several kinds of 
gillyflower, jenoffelins, different varieties of fine tulips, 
crown imperials, white lilies, the lily fritillaria, anenomes, 
baredames, violets, marigolds, summer sots, etc. The 
clove tree, an ornamental, had also been introduced. 

1 hat the curative aspects of horticulture interested the 
Dutch is pointed out in another passage by our mentor. 
"A certain chirurgeon who was also a botanist," van der 
Donck writes, "had a beautiful garden there, wherein 
a great variety of medicinal wild plants were collected, 
but the owner has removed and the garden lies neglected. 
Because sickness does not prevail much, I suppose the 
subject has received less attention."8 

The t ruth is that sickness did exist; but in his book 
van der Donck marshals all possible evidence to persuade 
readers of the virtues and bounties of New Netherland. 
What he actually reports is the lapse of an early a t tempt 
to establish a physic garden. While not all the plants 
listed can be identified from his use of the latinized pre-
Linnaean nomenclature, the garden was a collection of 
native and European plants as well as a few exotics. 
Even though it did not last, the garden is a tribute to 
the spirit of scientific inquiry and Dutch horticultural 
enterprise in colonial America. 

Van der Donck praises the mild climate of the lower 
Hudson Valley and describes the hard winters of the 
north. These features were to affect the rapid develop
ment of the southern area and the relatively slower de
velopment in the upper Hudson region. Hort icul ture 
progressed smoothly in the south; during the later 17th 
century flower, fruit trees, herbs, and vegetables were 
planted in typical Dutch arrangements in town gardens. 
The Hollanders, who loved the out-of-doors, enjoyed 
vine-covered summerhouses and ate their meals outdoors. 

The 18th century brought more luxurious living. 
Georgian architecture became prevalent, and gradually 
the gardens changed under the English influence. By 
the middle of the century, descriptions of country real 
estate reveal well developed plantations whose owners 
had "spared no pains to make [ them] profitable and 
agreeable." In Ulster County, about 173 0, the Scottish-
born naturalist who became surveyor-general and Lieu
tenant Governor of New York Province, Cadwalader 
Colden and his daughter Jane busied themselves in clas
sifying native plants according to the new system de
vised by Linnaeus." Thus the profits, pleasures, and 
knowledge of horticulture ever increased along the 
lower Hudson. 

(To be co/icludcd) 

HERE A N D T H E R E 
(Gontinud from Page 4) 

ent were Mrs. Aristotle Onassis, widow of President 
Kennedy; Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., and the daughter 
of President Theodore Roosevelt and long-time friend 
of Mr. Harriman — Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Longworth, 
90 — who described herself as an "old Bull Mooser." 

Dr . George J. Deyo and Mrs. Deyo returned to their 
Elizabeth, N.J. , home June 4 after three weeks of Eu
ropean travel, in the course of which they visited France, 
Italy and Switzerland. 

Adr ian B. Van Riper is pictured in the Ridgewood, 
N.J. , Sunday Post, June 2, with the new manager and 

(Continued on Page 14) 

[ 1 2 ] 



Sea Fight Off the Virginia Capes in 1667: I. 
by Howard C. Van Arsdale, former president 

Original document in London describes 
Dutch success in action believed first 
naval engagement in American history. 

Editor's Note: At a Potomac Branch dinner in Wash
ington four years ago, Mr. Van Arsdale kindly gave to 
the editor a five-page mimeographed document in En
glish that he had received from Dutch friends. With 
several annotations in Dutch , this material provided 
much of the text of an historic report dated June 24, 
1667, and the complete wording of an undated and 
unsigned but related deposition. 

The report, written by Secretary Thomas Ludwell of 
Virginia to Lord Arlington, Secretary of State, relates 
the circumstances of an offshore disaster when a Dutch 
squadron destroyed several English ships during the sec
ond Anglo-Dutch War, of 1665-1667, which grew out 
of England's seizure of New Netherland and other dep
redations. A footnote to the mimeograph report cited 
publication of the same document by the Virginia Mag
azine of History and Biography in January, 1897. Com
parison with that text, and with xerox copy of the 
original document kindly furnished by the Public Rec
ord Office, London, produced the record set out below; 
with footnotes indicating with due attribution the 
materials used. 

While history records that a sharp contest occurred 
in Chesapeake Bay in 1634, when small craft manned 
by Maryland colonists under William Clayborne unsuc
cessfully fought to prevent Lord Baltimore's adherents 
from occupying that region, the action of 1667 is be
lieved the first naval engagement between warring Euro
pean powers to take place in American waters. 

In the account which follows the original spelling 
has been retained, but words with superior letters such 
as honoblc, wch, Cap1 and the like are indicated by apos
trophes, thus: hono'ble, w'ch, Cap't , while paragraphing 
and punctuation are supplied. [R.H.A.] 

June 24th, 1667 

I t i g h t hono'ble 
I hope long ere this Coll: [Colonel] Moryson hath 

done me right in the delivery of my two letters ad
dressed to your Lord'sp w'ch were to give you my most 
humble thanks for your favors and to present you w' th 
such a description of this Governm't as the condicion 
I was then in would permit me to wright. 

I have since used my best endeavors to procure your 
honnor a mapp of this unhappy country & am at last 
promised one from Maryland, but how long it may be 
before I may have it I cannot say. I have since written 
to yo'r Lord'sp by Cap't Groom & Cap' t Gillam, the 
first to give your Lord'sp an acco't of the then state 
of ye Country and the last to inform yo'r Honnor of 
the time the fleet in these Colonies was to sayle from 
hense and where they would waight for a Convoy into 
safety, but,1* 

HOWARD C. VAN ARSDALE, for many years a specialty pub
lisher and travel executive, and long active with civic 
groups, chaired the Society's memorable '63 '''Meeting in 
Holland." A decorated veteran of WW I combat service in 
France who served in the Navy in North Pacific areas during 
WW II, he and Mrs. Van Arsdale live in Alexandria, Va. 

of the Potomac Branch of the Society. 

M y lord, I never had soe much occasion to wright as 
now, nor was I ever soe unfitt for it, being allmost 
distracted w'th greife for the misfortune fall'n on us 
by an attempt made by the dutch in fower men of 
warr of 3 8, 34, 24 & 18 gunns and a doggerboate of 
8 gunns who on the first of June took a ship of London 
of 2 0 gunns bound from Tangier hither. Conaway, the 
master, fought them all 2 hours, killed them 7 & 
wounded 12 men but being wounded himselfe and op
pressed w'th men he yeilded about 5 or 6 leagues w ' th-
out the Capes. 

That day they tooke a shallop bound from hence to 
Cape Fere, by whose men they informed themselves of 
the condicion of the merch't shipps in the country that 
there were about 20 sayle of them rideing in the mouth 
of James River & that 3 leagues above them there lay 
one of the Kings shipps [Frigate Elizabeth] of 46 gunns 
but unable to keep the sea for want of a mast and 
being leaky and short of provisions. Upon wh'ch ad
vice they anchord under the Cape and lay still Sunday 
& Monday to fitt their Dogger & the shallop they had 
taken for fire vessels to burne the frigatt. 

Wh'ch being donne they [the Dutch] waighed the 
4'th day and stood into the bay where they anchord 
againe till the 5'th in the morning, when, w' th a fayre 
easterly wind and English colours they came up to the 
merch't shipps and (haveing many English, Scotts & 
Irish on board) they hay led them in English and sang 
theire soundings in English. But many of the merch't 
shipps, too late suspecting them, lett slip their cables 
and stood up w'th them to the frigat upon wh'ch 2 of 
them fired theire broadsides and w' thout any resistance 
made themselves masters of her, there not being above 
3 0 men in her w'thout an officer who were all, as the 
Cap't sayes, on the shore very busily imployd on the 
frigatts severall occasions for the speedier puting her in 
a condicion to goe of to the Capes. 

The other Dutch shipps chased and tooke most of the 
merch't shipps, wh'ch misfortune is the more greivious 
because [words obscured, may be "the Governor"] and 
I being on board the frigat not above 5 dayes before 
she was lost, and then saw her in such a forwardnesse 
as wee beleeve by the 10th shee would have been reddy 
for hers & our defence. I am not seaman enough to 
judge whether shee might have been sooner fitted, shee 
being but just a month in the country before shee was 
taken, and had been att first brought higher in the river 
had not the place shee rode in been the most convenient 
for takeing in her new mast and neerer her station for 
our defence, wh'ch was that shee was designed for. 

Undoubtedly severall of the merch't men might have 
saved themselves by running into Eliz: River or Nanse-
mund [River] where wee had many shipps w'thin 3 
leagues of the enimy, who durst not engage them in 
those small rivers. 

1 he Dutch being thus possessd of the frigatt and 
merch't shipps about 24 houres, they burnt 5 or 6 of 
them for want of men to man them and the frigat 
either because they found her out of repayre or for 
want of her sayles, wh'ch is most probable, hers being 
all on shore to be mended, where they durst not goe 

"""Footnotes appear on Page 14. 
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to fetch them. They tooke none of her gunns nor little 
else out of her. And soe, to our unspeakable griefe, the 
King lost his shipp and wee the security wee hoped 
from her. 

1 confesse I was extreamly joyd att the news that his 
Ma'tie was graciously pleased to comand one of his 
shipps hither but when I saw the condition shee came 
in I heartyly wished her safe att home againe, soe un
fortunate are wee often in our desires that what we 
hope for as our cheifest good prooves our greatest harme 
paitci dignoscerc possunt vera bond1 for had not this 
frigat come in soe bruised and maimed by stormes shee 
had undoubtedly prevented all our losse, for then those 
enimie shipps would never have adventured upon us 
defended by a shipp of that countenance, especially 
they being all soe loaden w' th spoyle taken in the West 
Indias that they could not long have prevented either 
sinking or yeilding; or had not the masters of those 
shipps, wh'ch were taken with her, been too confident 
of her protection they would undoubtedly have applyed 
themselves to the Gouv'nr [Sir William Berkeley] who 
would have comanded them all to Jamestowne, where 
the enimy would have had too hard a taske to fetch 
them off. 

Haveing thus farr related our misfortunes, I shall 
w'th your Honors favor informe you what wee did and 
would have donn for our reparation, both in losse & 
reputacion, wh'ch was that upon the first advice wh'ch 
the Gov'nr receaved of this unhappy accident he pres
ently sent for mee and I soon waighted on him, and 
upon a short consultacion wee resolved to man out a 
fleet from Yorke river, being neerest to the enimy, & 
hasten to them & fight them. In order whereunto I 
went to Yorke, had all the masters before mee, shewed 
them the Gov'ners orders & resolucion, and required 
their speedy answer, wh'ch was not possitively negative 
but soe full of difficulties that I plainly saw they would 
doe nothing unlesse the Gov'nr was present (who was 
then busie at Jamestowne giving orders for the defence 
of that place & the shipps att or above i t ) . 

1 therefore presently advertised [advised] him that 
(though before my comeing to Yorke the masters were 
soe forward as to want nothing but his orders to goe 
and fight the Dutch) yet when they saw it would come 
to earnest they grew very cold, upon wh'ch advise he 
came the next morning to them (whither were all-
reddy drawn fower [four] regiments of foot reddy to 
imbarque for that service) [and] required their assis
tance in that necessity. To w'ch they replyed that they 
could not answer in to their merch'ts and owners if 
they voluntaryly brought their shipps and goods into 
hazard and therefore desired they might be pressed into 
the Kings service and have security given them for all 
damages they might receave from the enimy. Where
upon the Gov'nr comanded an officer presently to put 

'Date, salutation, and above two paragraphs are omitted 
in the mimeographed text. The missing material is quoted 
from Crown-Copyright Records in the Public Record Office 
(reference Co 1-21 [3217]) and appears by permission of the 
Controller of IIM Stationery Office. 

2This Latin expression in the mimeograph text is footnoted 
as meaning, in Dutch: Weinigen kunnen het wekelijk goede 
herkennen. Translated into English: Few people can rec
ognize good things. 

'At this point the mimeograph copy ends abruptly. The 
extended wording which follows, to appear in the October 
issue, is taken from LudwelTs handwriting as shown on the 
original document, from Crown Copyright Records in the 
Public Records Office (reference Co 1 -2 i [3217]). 

the broad arrow upon the masts of 9 better shipps than 
any the enimy had (except his first prise, Conaway) 
and had them appraysed by the masters themselves and 
obleiged His Ma'tie & himselfe in the summe of ye 
appraysement to save them theire owners & merch'ts 
harmlesse, secured the seamen of provision if they were 
maimed and promised them all the plunder. 

Upon this (wh'ch I am confident they hoped & be-
leeved would never be graunted) they went to cleering 
their shipps and wee in the mean time ordered three 
shipps more in James River of 36, 22 & 20 gunns, and 
in them, & shallops to attend them, above six hundred 
men, to be reddy for our assistance. We pressed all 
seamen (then out of service) to serve in the Yorke fleet 
except the frigatts men who with their cap't very red-
dyly offered themselves and [one or two words blotted 
out] of them and souldiers reddy to put on board above 
a thousand besides their own men, and tooke all the 
ordnance out of those shipps which were to stay and 
put them into that fleet. And that which should have 
been their greatest incitement to this brave action was 
that the Gov'nr (ag't the prayers & protestations of as 
many of the Councell as were present) resolved to 
leade them to the victory and accordingly went on board 
the Admirall accompanied by my selfe & 4 more of the 
Councell and above 40 Gentlemen. And all this to 
fight w'th 5 enimy shipps mannd w' th but 400 men 
and boyes and many of them sick. 

But, my lord, how easy soever the victory seemed by 
reason of our advantages both of shipps and men, yet 
cowerdly feare, being never secure where there appears 
the least danger, was I beleeve the only reason why in 
three dayes (doe what wee could) we were not able to 
get our fleet out, but every hower new difficulties ob
jected and when they saw the Gov'nr stopd at t nothing 
that might satisfie them they in vaine endeavored to 
discourage our souldiers, who expressed as much cheer
fulness in the kings and countries service and as much 
affection to their Gen'll as ever men did. And thus by 
delayes the enimy after six days in James River sayled 
o f [ f ] w' th theire prizes and without a blow, to the 
shame of our seamen. The enimy wanted water and 
made severall attempts upon the shore for it, but were 
not suffered to take any nor ought else from land.3 

(To be concluded) 

HERE AND THERE 
(Continued from Page 12) 

owners of Van Riper Associates Inc., the real estate 
company he formed in 195 3 and recently sold, that he 
is to continue with as a broker-salesman. 

Leland R. Meyer spoke as one of four panelists on an 
audience-participation program at which heirlooms and 
analogous objects brought by those present were dis
cussed at a meeting of the Tappantown Historical So
ciety, at Tappan, N.Y. , June 14. 

R. Allen Durl ing, a participant in the '73 "Tr ip to 
Holland," recently presented to the Gotha, Fla., Wom
en's Club an audio-visual program featuring the Dutch 
floral industry. Much of the material used was loaned by 
the Netherlands National Tourist Office in New York. 

Chase Viele's interest in New York Historical Manu
scripts: Dutch as translated by the late State Archivist 
A.J.F. van Laer and published in four volumes by the 
Society last February, led him to remark on the volu
minous correspondence conducted for years by his late 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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A Rensselaerswyck Service Contract: II. 
Contributed by William E. Westbrooke , of San Francisco, Calif. 

Concluding clauses given of indenture, 
from Amsterdam files, between patroon 
and Ley den carpenter; sequel in America. 

Editor's Note: As pointed out in Part I, an English 
translation of this Notarial Archives document was 
transmitted in 1965 by Dr. W.J. van Hoboken, Director 
of the Amsterdam City Archives, to Mr. Westbrooke 
who in turn sent the editor a copy during correspon
dence recently about Westbrooke Family history. 

From its wording of contractual terms, probably 
agreed to in whole or part by various individuals re
cruited as colonists of van Rensselaer's patroonship in 
the 163 0s and '40s, this indenture commands attention. 
The document holds no small interest for our contrib
utor, too, although its provisions could scarcely have 
applied to his Dutch forebear Anthony Janszen (van 
Westbrock) , who came to this country and settled at 
the Colonic in 1659, and about whom he has sought 
genealogical information from Netherlands sources for 
many years. 

As mentioned by Dr. Simon Har t in his admirable 
article "The Dutch and Nor th America, 1600-1650" 
(pub. de Halve Macn, January 1972 [Part I V ] , Page 
12) , the Notarial Archives contain 175 personal service 
contracts on file for the period 1639-1664. Of these, 
6 5 concern men destined to Rensselaerswyck, often with 
their families. The present document, because of its 
differently dated parts, evidently includes clauses used 
in other agreements besides that to which Jan Theu-
nissen affixed his mark. [R.H.A.] 

The free men are permitted to keep 
hogs, provided that they pay as [set 
forth] in the following article: 
And as regards the hogs, the colonists shall be per

mitted to keep as many of these as they please, although 
they must guard against damage of every kind caused 
to husbandmen or others, and especially on tilled fields 
meadows and otherwise, upon forfeit of the same. 

And for each hog that is sold, transported, traded in 
or slaughtered, one guilder of twenty stivers shall be 
paid to the Patroon or his authorized agent. 

Means for the promoting of religion 
and maintenance of justice: 
And whereas for the promotion of religion and the 

maintenance of justice, without which no republic, how
ever small or great it might be, can exist for any length 
of time, And no honest men can live secure in their 
persons and goods, leaving aside their receiving the 
nourishment for their souls as consolation to their con
sciences for the life hereafter; 

Therefore, and before all other things, it is needful to 
devise the proper means for building Assembly houses, 
maintaining public servants such as preachers, school
masters, justices and officers. And the Patroon, not 
wishing to leave his inhabitants and subjects bowed 
down by this burden by themselves, has by these pres
ents consented that to the above end as well as con
forming to all Divine and natural laws, the tenth part 
shall not only be set aside from our chattels and goods 
and those of the other inhabitants of the colony, but in 
total, from the Lord Patroon, as well as from his co-

*The footnotes which appear on Page 16 continue in 
sequence those published in the last issue. 

partners in the said colony's lands, also crops, cattle, 
animals on land and in the water, without excepting or 
excluding anything; this having been judged by us 
[i.e. the present signatories] as being reasonable and 
willingly accepted. 

And that to this end the Lord Patroon shall nominate 
one or more responsible person ( s ) , who shall through
out the colony assess the lawful one-tenth from all 
grains, crops in the fields, or in the earth, from all 
cultivated or wild fruits, tobacco and such being in
cluded therein, no one or nothing being excepted. 

1641 July 11 

.T urther and provisional amplification and explanation 
of the previously granted privileges. Whereas the Lord 
Patroon has discovered that some of the free men have, 
without his consent, departed of their own free choice8 

and without entering the colony, and being minded to 
prevent the same, he has decreed that all unmarried 
people during their bonded term shall not marry other
wise than within the colony, or with those that shall 
come to inhabit the colony with them only. 

Item: also that no one shall depart from the colony 
before the end of their bonded term; both these upon 
pains of confiscation of all their goods and acquisitions9 

that they have gained and shall acquire within and 
without the colony; this to be promptly executed in 
the extended Privileges aforementioned. 

And, in order to encourage and benefit the tobacco 
plantations wherever such be feasible; Whereas some, 
according to their contracts, owe one-half [of their 
harvest] to the patroon, while holding him to account 
for one-half of the expenses of the field hands, which 
occasions much confusion. Therefore it is decided by 
the Lord Patroon that all such, as soon as their bonded 
years shall have expired and if they desire to continue 
in the colony, that they then in future will consider 
themselves free men under the proposed and following 
conditions: 

The Lord Patroon will not be accountable for ex
penses against which he, instead of one-half over and 
above the one-tenth [ t i the ] , will only withdraw two-
tenths parts, seven-tenths remaining for the planter, 
since the said work has to be performed mostly by 
human hands Which same dispensation and improve
ment, although heretofore was set three-tenths parts, 
from now on and in future will be enjoyed by all those 
who have departed thence or shall depart, delivering 
only and above the fixed one-tenth [ t i the] two-tenths 
to the Lord Patroon or his appointed agents while re
taining, in consideration of their labour and expendi
ture, the seven-tenths parts. 

Furthermore from the increase of all domestic or wild 
animals, be it horses, cows, sheep, hogs, goats, chickens 
or the like. Also of all timber that is cut in the forest, 
all game that is trapped or shot, all fishes that are 
caught and should something have been overlooked here, 
it shall be considered as included. But as regards the 
fowl, fish and like small things, these may be com
pounded, so that with God's blessing a proper quantity 
shall be found to correspond with what is written above, 
or for as far as it can go. All saw- and grist-mills and 
the like such as breweries being reserved while a more 
exact interpretation is pending. 
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1641, juli 27 , n 

O p voorgaande conditien (die alle voorgelesen sijn) 
aangenomen voor vrijman voor den tijt van vier jaeren 
Jan Theunissen, van Leijden, timmerman oudt 3 6 jaeren, 
ingaende als hij in de colonie sal sijn aengecomen mids 
hem op restitutie van vijftich percento te verschieten 
veertich guldens ende sijn costgelt aft'spreeckende op 
simpele restitutie ende sal gehouden sijn het eerste jaer 
voor timmerknecht in de colonie te dienen tegens hon-
dert viftich guldens jaerlijcx. In Amsterdam desen 27 
julij 1641 ende heeft mede geteeckent met verbandt, 
submissie, renunciatie comende confiscatie ende voorts 
als boven. 
[was getekend] Dit merck X gestelt bij 

J A N T H E U N I S S E N , timmerman 

ter ordonnantie van de heer patroon 
mij present 

J. V A N D E V E N , Not. publ. 
t 'Amsterdam residerende 

1 HE SEQUEL: Sailing on den Coninck David from 
Amsterdam toward the end of July, 1641, Jan Theu
nissen arrived at New Amsterdam on November 29, 
but apparently did not reach Rensselaerswyck until some 
time the next year. He brought with him the patroon's 
letter dated Jul}' 27, 1641 to Arent van Curler, ad
ministrator of the Colonic, that mentions this contract 
and various other matters. 

Although van Rensselaer in June 1642 wrote about the 
possibility of assigning helpers to Jan Theunissen, he soon 
became disenchanted with him. It turned out that Jan 
had represented himself to be a widower, whereas he left 
in Holland a wife and two children in want; further
more, he seemed inclined to laziness and drink. Noting 
these circumstances in a letter to Domine Megapolensis 
in March 1643, the patroon said Jan should be suitably 
disciplined, "but if your reverence can gain anything by 
words and admonition, such punishment is unnecessary." 

What happened afterward the record does not reveal 
in detail. It appears, however, that Jan completed his 
four years' service and left Rensselaerswyck about 
1646.' ' 

(Concluded) 
sThe Dutch text has it: "gone into liberty": in English 

this would not reflect the patroon's actual meaning! 
'The Dutch word used here is conquesten; this usually 

referred to gains derived from the soil by agriculture. 
'"This part of the contract, signed by Jan Theunissen and 

dated July 2 7. 1641, is given in Dutch and English. 
"A.J.F. van Laer, ed.. \'an Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts 

i Albany, N.Y., 1908), pp. 572. 612, 646, 826. 

HERE A N D THERE 
(Continued from Page 14) 

cousin, the author and researcher Miss K.K. Viele, and 
van Laer on points of Dutch colonial history and gene
alogy that became part of the Kathlyne K. Viele Papers 
now in the New York State Library. 

John H . Brinckerhoff and Edward G. Bergen are 
quoted in Alumni Notes for the classes of '19 and '27 
in Poly Prep Alumni Review last Spring, the former 
reporting on the "Poly reunion last June at Yale when 
the class of '23 had its 50th"; the latter noting that he 
and Mrs. Bergen were living "in Puerto de Andraitx, 
Mallorca, Spain, in a beautiful villa overlooking the 
Puerto on one side and the Mediterranean on the other." 
The Bergens have since removed to Delray Beach, Fla. 

1641, July 27 

U pon the aforesaid conditions (which were all read 
out to him) engaged as free man for the term of four 
years, Jan Theunissen, carpenter of Leijden, aged 36 
years, to commence when he shall have arrived in the 
colony, by means of an advance to be made to him 
upon restitution at fifty percent of forty guilders, and 
his board money agreed at simple restitution; and he 
shall be bound to serve as journeyman carpenter in the 
colony during the first year at one hundred and fifty 
guilders annually. In Amsterdam, this 27 July 1641 
and he has also signed under bond, submission, renun
ciation in case of confiscation and further as above. 

[Signed] This mark X set by 
J A N T H E U N I S S E N , carpenter 

At the order of the Lord Patroon 
in my presence, 
J. V A N D E V E N , Notary Public 

residing in Amsterdam 

T H E A C K E R M A N FAMILY 
(Continued from Page 6) 

and sisters, if any, are positively identified; on the basis 
of probability, however, it seems that he had three 
brothers: Adriaen, Dirck and Peter, sons of Laurens of 
Oss. This Peter Ackerman may be identical with the 
person of that name who witnessed the baptism of 
David's son at Den Bosch in 1645; he could also be the 
Peter Ackerman who served as schepen (magistrate) of 
Oss in 16 51. 

David Ackerman's ancestors probably were Flemings 
living in or near Antwerp who became part of the ex
tensive migration of Protestant families that took place 
during the Spanish persecutions. Thousands of these 
emigres fled for refuge to Holland, England, France or 
to German cities such as Frankenthal. Thus it seems 
not unlikely that David Ackerman's people, or possibly 
David himself, removed to Nor th Brabant from the 
Antwerp area. However, intensive research in the rec
ords of Den Bosch and the refugee areas has failed to 
produce evidence which either supports or contradicts 
these conclusions.2 

Oomewhat more information came to light respecting 
the wife of David Ackerman and her parentage. Lys-
bethken Bellier, as her name appears in the 1641 mar
riage records, was born at Dordrecht and baptized Elis
abeth in the Walloon Church there on January 24, 1616. 
Her parents, Jean Bellier and Catharine Herque, had at 
least two other children baptized at Dordrecht: Arnout , 
on April 16, 1618, and Louis, on November 22, 1620. 
A daughter of the Belliers was the wife of Abram van 
Waes, who acted for his mother-in-law in granting 
parental consent to Lysbeth's marriage. 

Records which would provide further details about 
Jean Bellier and Catharine Herque have not been found, 
although extensive searches were made in files at The 
Hague and from microfilms at Salt Lake City. We have 
no definite knowledge about Jean or Catharine except 
that he died before the 1641 marriage, and that she was 

(Continued on next page) 

"Reports covering research findings in Europe arc on file 
in the DAD archives and files. All entries from church rec
ords may be seen on microfilm at the Genealogical Society 
Library in Salt Lake City, or any of its branches. The judi
cial records of Oss are in Provincial Archives of North Bra
bant, at 's-Hertogenbosch (Reference Oss R 64 to 68). 
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THE ACKERMAN FAMILY 
(Continued from preceding page) 

living with David and Lysbeth in the 1650s, as will be 
shown later. Lysbeth may have been related to a Lode-
wyck Bellier who was married at Dordrecht in 1641. It 
should be mentioned that to conform with these findings 
the Huguenot Society of New Jersey, Inc., has corrected 
its records by changing Lysbeth's surname from "de 
Villiers" to "Bellier."' 

After their marriage, David and Lysbeth lived in Den 
Bosch and apparently continued to live there until about 
1646 or 1647, when they moved to Geffen, a village 
between Den Bosch and Oss, which today is the prin
cipal village of a municipality of the same name. Some 
time after 165 3 the family moved from Geffen to an
other village near Den Bosch — Berlicum — which at 
the present time is also the principal village of a mu
nicipality of the same name. 

Evidently David was associated in some way with the 
armed forces since his marriage intention was entered 
in a register at Den Bosch for military personnel. N o 
clues have been found as to his occupation in Den Bosch 
after his marriage. The Centraal Bureau reported that 
before his emigration in 1662, "he had been a school
master and church warden at Geffen and at Berlicum." 

On the first page of the membership register of the 
Dutch Reformed Church at Geffen, the following un
dated entry appears: "David Akkerman, schoohneesfer 
tot Geffen. Elisabeth Bellier, David Akkermans huisirou. 
Catharina Bellier, Elisabeths moeder." A marginal note, 
also undated, but certainly after October 5, 165 3 when 
David, junior, was baptized at Geffen, reads, "desc drie 
sijn vertrokke nae Berlike" (these three have moved to 
Berlike [ m ] ) . 1 

1 he Dutch Reformed Church made extensive use of 
lay members with sufficient education and training to 
serve as voorleser s. These men assisted the ordained 
clergymen, or Domines, in many ways. Chiefly, their 
function was to read the Scriptures during church ser
vice, and, in the absence of the minister, to read the 
sermon (a voorleser could not preach sermons or perform 
the sacraments). In addition, voorlesers often served as 
village schoolmasters, sextons, and town criers; as clerks 
of church congregations; and as clerks of the courts of 
magistrates in villages which had them; as court clerks 
they could perform civil marriages. 

Obviously, David Ackerman, voorleser, was tutored, 
or school educated, and a man of faith and action. He 
bore the respected title of Meester, abbreviated as Mr. 
(or Master, equivalent to today's title of Doc to r ) , then 
reserved for schoolmasters, surgeons and lawyers. In 
these circumstances David and his family had few, if 
any, personal reasons for leaving Berlicum and venturing 
across the stormy wastes of the Atlantic to far off 
New Netherland. But they did, apparently under the 
auspices of the Amsterdam Chamber of the West India 
Company. 

The expanding Dutch colony in America, with its 
ever-present shortage of ordained ministers needed voor
lesers. It can be surmised, although no supporting ev
idence has been found, that the Classis of Amsterdam 

'See Note 2. Entries may be seen on microfilm. 
4See Note 2. Entries may be seen on microfilm. 
'•Holland Society Year Book for 1902 (New York, 1902), 

p.22. "Passenger Lists Accounts, 1654-1664", in Colonial 
Manuscripts, VII, p.83, at New York State Library, Albany 
[microfilm copy in writer's library]. 

IN MEMORIAM 
D A N I E L E. V A N A U K E N 

Daniel Edward Van Auken, of Franklin, Sussex County, 
N.J. , a member of The Holland Society of New York 
since 1960, died at the age of 73 on Sunday, April 28, 
1974. Descended from Pieter van Ecke who in 1659 
came to this country from Leyden, South Holland, he 
was born at Morris Plains, N.J . , December 30, 1900, 
son of George Dayton Van Auken and Catherine M. 
Kenny. A retired accountant, who was associated for 
5 3 years with one company, he attended the public 
schools and took extension courses in business subjects 
with LaSalle Institute. In 1916 he joined the New 
Jersey Zinc Company, of Franklin, and served in its 
accounting and stock transfer departments until his re
tirement in 1969. A charter member and former trea
surer of the Franklin Volunteer Fire Department, board 
secretary of Franklin Hospital Association, and a past 
president of the Branchville Businessmens' Association, 
he was a member of the Sons of the American Revolu
tion, Samaritan Lodge No. 9 8 F.& A.M., Adoniram 
Consistory of Paterson, and the Sussex County Peace 
Officers Association. He is survived by his wife, the 
former Mary Elizabeth Zrim; two daughters, Mrs. Rita 
Sheldon of Franklin, and Miss Ann B. Van Auken of 
Fort Lee; two brothers, Mulford Van Auken of Sparta, 
and Mallon Van Auken of Allentown, Pa., and one 
grandchild. Following Masonic rites and the funeral 
service, interment was at Nor th Hardyston Cemetery in 
North Hardyston Township, Sussex County. 

V A N LAER I N '27 NEW YORKER S T O R Y 
The late State Archivist A.J.F. van Laer thanked Mrs. 

Mary L.D. Ferris by letter dated August 23, 1927 for 
calling his attention to a write-up which had recently 
appeared in The New Yorker. 

An informant, that article related, had advised that 
in the absence of documentary proof of the sale of Man
hattan by the natives to the Dutch (a view with which 
Mr. van Laer was said to concur ) , an Indian might stop 
in one day and tell everyone to clear out. 

Interested but not alarmed, The New Yorker editors 
urbanely concluded: "The audience to which this situa
tion was revealed was inclined to discount the danger. 
It was the consensus of opinion that if an aboriginal heir 
should appear with his credentials he wouldn't last two 
days in the present-day traffic." 

of the Reformed Church, probably through the Classis 
of Den Bosch, recruited Ackerman for service in New 
Netherland. 

David and Lysbeth, and their children, were among 
the passengers on board d'Vos (the Fox) when the ship 
sailed from Amsterdam for New Netherland on or 
shortly after September 2, 1662. They were listed on 
the ship's passenger accounts with a debit entry only, 
indicating that David did not come to New Netherland 
at his own expense: 

Davit Ackerman, itijt de Maiorij vanden Bos, [out of 
the Mayory of Den Bosch], with his wife and six 
children, 20, 18, 16, 12, 8, and 6 years old. Dated 
August 31, 1662. (The charge was "For passage and 
board money.") 

The record for September 2 also notes that some pas
sengers, but not the Ackermans, were charged "for one 
duffel greatcoat and one straw pallet."'1 

(To be eon eluded) 
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